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‘pieation to Congress in relation to the right of the 
‘lature of said ‘Territory to bold'a session on 
ibe frst Monday of December, 1842. 

On-motion by Mr. HENRY DODGE, it was re- 
ferred, and ordered to be printed. 

Phe dill for the relief of Philip Renaul:,on which 
the motion for consideration had been carried, was 
taken np; the question being on its passage. 

‘Mr. MOORE moved the postponement of the 
farther consideration of the question till Friday 
next; which motion was carried. 

On motion by Mr. POWELL, the bill to provide 
in certain cases for the sale of the real esiate of 
jafants in the District of Columbia, was then taken’ 
up;and on taking the question on its passage, it was 

ided iff the affirmative. ; 

The bill for the relief of the inhabitanis of West 
Florida was then taken up; and, after some re- 
marks from Mr. GIDDINGS in opposition to it, 
andfrom Messrs. BLACK and LEVY in its favor, 


Mr. ADAMS moved that the House adjourn; 
stating that he wished to make some remarks on 
the pending question. 

Accotdingly, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 16, 1843. 


_ The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the War Department, 
‘transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 9:h instant, certain information, not 
heretofore communicated, relating to the existing 
iments in the navigation of Lake St. Clair, 

the insufficiency of harbors on the upper lakes 
‘for the protection of the commerce thereon; which, 

On motion of Mr. WOODBRIDGE, was refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Also laid before the Senatea report from the 
War Department, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate of the 10th instant, calling for in- 
formation why the appropriations made by Con- 
gtessat the last session, for the continuation of the 
‘eonstraction of Fort Livingston, La., had nov been 
ape to that object, &c.; which, 

motion of Mr. BARROW, was ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. 


Mr. ALLEN presented joint resolutions of the 
Legislature of Ohio, instructing the Senators, and 
requesting the Representatives from that State to 
vote forthe immediate repeal of the bankrupt law; 
‘which were referred to the Judiciary Committce. 


Also, joint resolutions, from the same source, 
‘instructing the Senators, and requesting the Repre- 
‘sentatives from that State, to vote tor and obtain a 
‘modification of the post office laws, so that news- 
papers shall not be charged with postage in the 
congressional districts in which they are printed; 
‘that the Washington city papers shall not be charged 
with postage during the session of Congress; that 
papers printed at the seats of government of the 
several States, shall not be charged with postage 
daring the sessions of the Legislature of the State 
in which printed; that documents printed by order 
‘of Legislatures of States shall not be charged with 
postage in the States in which they may be ordered 
10 be printed; and that the rates of postage be 
mace to conform to the Federal coin: teferred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial from cili- 
zens of Cincinnati, asking Congress to make an 
aeration to improve the navigation of the 

and Mississippi rivers. 
Mr. A. remarked that the memorial was drawn 
ao great care and ability, and related toa 
of very general importance; and, therefore, 
‘moved that it be printed, and referred to the Com- 
‘Mitte on Commerce. Agreed to. 

Also, a memorial-from citizens of Ohio, praying 
fora repeal of the law of last session; authorizing 

term ‘of-the district court of that State to be 
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mittee. 

Messrs. WRIGHT and CALHOUN presented 
memorials from a large number of persons, who 
style themselves mechanics and workingmen of 
the cities of New York and Brooklyn, praying for 
the immediate erection of a floating dock at the 
naval station at Brooklyn, on the plan of J. S. 
Gilbert: referred to the Comnfittve on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial froma 
large number of manufacturers of fur hats in 
the States of New York, Massachusetts, and Con- 
necticut, praying such a modification of the tariff 
law of August last as wili dispense with the duty of 
25 per cent. on unmanufactured furs, so as to ad- 
mit them free of duty: referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from the 
city of Philadelphia, praying the adoption of the 
plan fora board of exchequer as recommended by 
the Executive, asa proper basis for the improve- 
ment of the currency; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. C. remarked that, in complying with the re- 
quest to present this memorial, he did not wish to 
be understood as being an advocate of the object of 
the memorial. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, leave was granted to 
withdraw from the files the papers relating to the 
claim of Thomas M. Iveit. 

Mr. GRAHAM presented joint resolutions 
adopted by the Legislature of North Carolina, in 
favor of an appropriation to complete, according 
to the original plan, the arsenal of deposite and 
construction authorized by a law of Congress to 
be constructed in the South, and which had been 
commenced at Fayetteville, North Carolina: refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from 
Northwestern Pennsylvania, asking that the bank- 
rupt law may be so modified as to dispense with its 
voluntary features; if not, that it be repealed: re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
for the unconditional repeal of the bankrupt Jaw: 
referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented memorials from 
the cities of New York and Brooklyn, praying 
for the adoption of the board of exchequer re- 
commended by the Executive: ordered to lie on the 
table, to be taken up with the bill. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
the city and county of Philadelphia, in favor of 
the adoption of the board of exchequer recom- 
mended by the Administration: ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Also, presented a memorial from a number of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, asking Congress to issue 
$200,000,000 of stock certificates to the States, on 
the credit of the public domain: referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Also, presented a petition from Christopher 
Doughty, a revolutionary soldier, in which he 
stated his services in very strong and feeling terms, 
and asks Congress to grant him a pension: referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from 
Scott Campbell, a half-blooded Indian of the Dacota 
nation, praying Congress to indemnify him for the- 
refusal of the Senate to ratify the stipulation of the 
treaty of Washington of 29th September, 1837, 
allowing him 8,000 acres of land, or money, for 
certain services to the United States: referred to the 
Commiittee on Claims. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial 
from Sarah H. Bacon, of Norwich, Conneciicat, 
widow of the late passed midshipman Frederick 
Bacon, who was lost en board the Seagull, one of 
the vessels in the South Sea exploring expedition, 
praying Congress to pass a law allowing her the 
extra pay to which, by agreement, her husband was 
entitled for his services in the South Sea exploring 


expedition: referred to the Committee on Nava! 
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Affairs. ' 

Mr. BATES presented a petition from Waily A. 
Spencer, on behalf of Mary Spencer and Mary 
Field, praying that the law allowing five years fhalf 
pay to widows of revolutionary officers and sol- 
diers may be revived, so as to extend to them a 
pension for life: referred to the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions. 


Mr. KERR-presented a memorisl from one hun- 
dred and eighty-five imhabitants of Baltimore, 
mostly of mercantile forms, praying that the bank- 
rupt law may not be repealed: referred to the Ju- 
diciary Committee. 

On,motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorjal of citizens of 
Harper’s Ferry, praying the restoration of the civil 
superintendency over the United States armory at 
that place; and from the further consideration of 
the report of the Secretary of War in relation to 
the nature of the obsiractions in the Bayou Man- 
chac. 

On motion by Mr. MILLER, it was ordered 
that the petition of Alexander Cummings, praying 
for allowance for extra mail service, be taken from 
the files, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. CALHOUN presented a petition from Isaac 
Hopkins, praying indemnity for certain of his 
property taken into the service of the United States 
and lost during the Revolutionary war: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana présented joint resolu- 
tions adopted by the Legislature of Indiana, ur- 
ging the passage of a law to extend the benefits of 
the act of Congress of June 7ih, 1832, to the vol- 
unteers and militia who were in the service against 
the Western Indians, from the nominal close of 
our Revolutionary war by the treaty with Sagiand, 
in 1783, to the final close thereof by treaty with 
the Indians at Greenville, in 1795. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, without amendment, the following 
bills from the House, viz: 

No. 360. Anact for the relief of Jobn Core. 

No. 622. Anact forthe relief of ‘Thomas D. 
Gilson. 

No. 633. An act for the relief of John E. Hunt 
and others; and 

No. 638. Anactfor the relief of Robert G. 
Ford. 

Also, reported back from the same committee, 
with an amendment, House bill entitled “An act for 
the relief of George Randall, John C. Haskell, and 
Elisha H. Holmes,” 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill from the Honse for the relief of 
Conrad House, made a report adverse to its pas- 
sage; which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported back, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do pars, the 
bill to continue in force the actfor the final adjust- 
ment of private land claims in Missouri, approved 
the 9th July, 1832, and the act stipplemental 
thereto, approved the 2d of March, 1833. 

Mr. CONRAD presented a petition from Mary 
A. Zan'zinger, of the State of Louisiana, widow of 
tHe late Major Richard A. Zantzinger, who died in 
consequence of wounds received in the late war 
with Great Britain, praying for a pension: referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, 
bill (654) for the relief of William Fabre. 

Also, from the same committee, made a report 
(whieh was ordered to be printed) adverse to the 
passage of the House bill (357) for the relief of 
Nancy Tompkins, and recommending that the Dill 
be indefinitely postponed. 

Also, from the same committee, reported back, 
with sundry amendments, the bill providing’for the 


bn valind 


ee 








UN iii Se 


162 


establishment of schools of instruction in the naval 
service of the United States. 

Also, from the same committee, made a re- 
port (which was ordered to be printed) adverse 
to the passage of House bill (356) for the relief of 
Lioyd J. Bryan. 

Also reported, from the same committee, a bill 
for thé relief of Richard Patten; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from John 
F. Delapiaine, a native citizen of the United States, 
representing that he has lost more than a million 
ot dollars by the bankrupt law, and that he will 
lose all he is worth, unless it be repealed; he 
therefore prays for its repeal: referred to the Jadi- 
ciary Committee, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affaire, reported back, without amendment, the bill 
for the relief of Robert Ramsay. 

Also, from the same committee, made a report 
(which was ordered to be printed,) adverse to the 
passege of the bill for the relief of Susan Brown. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Ciaims, reported back, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do pass, the 
bill to revive the act entitled “An act to enable 
the claimants to lands within the limits of Missouri 
and the Territory of Arkansas to institute pro- 
ceedings to try the validity of their claims,” ap- 
proved the 26:h of May, 1824; and an act to amend 
the same, and extending the provisions of said act 
to claimanis to Jand within the States of Louisiana 
and Mississippi. - 

Mr. KERR, from the Committee on Patents, 
reported back, without amendment, the bill for ex- 
tending the Patent Office to 9:h street. 

Also, from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the petition of Charles M. Keller, 
praying that so much of the patent law as prohibit- 
ed any person in the Patent Office from taking out 
a right for inventions, be suspended, so as to extend 
tbe benefits of the patent law to an invention of 
his for propelling steamships, reported a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and ordered to second read- 
ing. 

Mr. KING presented a petition from Mr. Stew- 
art, of Washington city, administrator of Captain 
William Walker, praying that the Secretary of the 
Treasury be authorized to settle, on principles of 
justice and equity, the claim of said Walker for 
services in taking a delegation of Creek Indians to 
Washbing'on, and for certain es penditures of money 
on their account, which was disallowed him by the 
disbursing cflicers: referred to the Commiitee on 
C'aims 


Mr. PHELPS moyged to take up the Senate bill 
No. 25, 1 authorize the settiement of the account 
of Joseph Nourse; which had been laid on the 
table, at bis instance, some time ago. 

The bill was accordingly taken up, as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and read. No amendment be 
ing offered, it was reported back to the Senate; 
when 

Mr. KING moved to strike out so much of the 
bill as awards interest to the claimant. He made 
strong objection to the whole principle of the bill, 
which had, within a few years, become a practice. 
The principle was, to get a decision of the courts 
in fayor of a claim, without any authority from 
Congress te try the issue against the United 
States. 

Mr. WALKER pointed out an act of Congress, 
in conformity with which the decision in this case 
had been made by the courts, and confirmed by the 
Supreme Court, upon points contended throughout 
by the district attorney. He said the interest al- 
lowed was only from the time of the decision in 
favor of the claimant. 

Mr. KING called for the yeas and nays on his 
motion to strike out the portion of the bill allowing 
interest; which were ordered. 

The motion resulted in the negative—yeas 16, 
nays 17. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time. 

The CHAIR announced that the unfinished 
business of last week was next in order, being the 
bill for the settlement and occupation of the Ter- 
riiory of Oregon. 
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Mr. CHOATE was entitled to the floor, but 
hoped the Senator from Missouri would have no 
objection to the bill being passed over informally 
till to-morrow. 

No dissent being expressed, it was passed over 
informally. 

The special orders were next called up; but, 

Mr. PHELPS made an appeal to the Senate 
to take up a private bill for the relief of Thomas 
Fillebrown, jr. . 

On the motion to take up this bill, a qaorum did 
not vote. 

Mr. LINN said his only reason for voting in the 
negative was, that he thought the bill would inter- 
fere with the special orders; on one of which it 
might be the desire of the Senator from Obio (Mr. 
Tappan] to address the Senate. 

Mr. TAPPAN remarked that it was a matter 
of indifference to him when he should offer the 
few observations he bad to make. 

Mr. PHELPS explained the necessity which he 
conceived existed for taking up the private bill he 
had mentioned. 

On the question to take it up, there were 14 
ayes, and 14 noes, ' 

So it was decided in the negative. 

The special order then proceeded; being the joint 
resolution proposing an amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United Sta‘es,so as to limit the term 
of office of the judges of the supreme and inferior 
courts. 

The joint resolution was read; and the question 
being on i's adoption, 

Mr. TAPPAN, by whom it had been introduced, 
explained at considerable length its objects and 
necessity. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut followed in a speech 
of much research, pointing out the difference be- 
tween the Government of this country and that of 
England, and showing that the independence of the 
judges in Great Britain was proper against the 
sovereign power; but only proper here against the 
executive and legislative power, returning to the 
people at stated times their legitimate control. 


Mr. BERRIEN did not suppose any considera- 
ble number of Senators cou!d be in favor of any 
change; and therefore conceived it unnecessary to 
argue the subject: He merely called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

The ques:ion on the adoption of the joint reso- 
lution was then taken by yeas and nays, and resulted 
in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Fulton, Linn 


Sevier, mith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wilcox, and 
Woodbury—l11. 

NAYS—Messts. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafis , Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Kerr, McDuffie, Mangum, Miller, Merrick, Phelps, Porter, 
Rives, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge-— 
24. 


Senate bill No. 65, for the relief of Samuel 
Dicey, was then taken up and ordered to a third 
reading. Also Houce bill, No. 397, for the relief 
of Mary Tucker. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, January 16, 1843. 

Mr. LOWELL presented the petitions of L. F. 
Wheeler and six other merchants and shipmas- 
ters of Eastpert; of James Moore and twelve other 
merchants and shipmasters of Machiasport; and of 
Barnabas Strout and nineteen other merchants and 
of shipmasters of Cherryfield—all praying for an 
appropriation to improve the navigation of Penob- 
scot bay, Maine; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, 

Mr. PLUMER presented a petition, numerously 
signed by citizens of West Pennsylvania, praying 
for the unconditional repeal of the bankrupt law. 

Mr. REYNOLDS presented petitions of citi- 
zens of the State of Illinois, praying a grant ofa 
section of Jand to each male inhabitant of the age 
of twenty-one years, who shall emigrate to, settle on, 
and cultivate the soil in the Territory of Oregon; 
which petitions, together with proceedings of a 
public meeting of citizens of Alton, in the same 
State, vpon the same subject, were referred to a 
select committee. 





SS 


Mr. WISE rose to present two memori 
from citizens of Balumore, and the other 
citizens of Philadelphia—in relation to the ex. 
chequer; which he moved to refer to the Commities 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ARNOLD objected to the presentation of 
those petitions, and to all other business that was 
out of order. 

THE BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. CLIFFORD inquired if this was not re. 
olution day, and if resolutions were not in order 
the State of Maine. As the Speaker was yp. 
derstood to assent, he offered a resolution to the 
effect that the Judiciary Committee be instructe 
to report forthwith the following bill to repeal the 
bankrupt act. (The bill referred to in the regojg. 
tion simply provided that the -bankrupt law “t., 
and the same is, hereby repealed.”} 

Mr. ARNOLD objecied to the reception of the 
resolution. " 

Mr. TOLAND was also understood te urge some 
objection. 

Mr. WINTHROP rose to a point of “order; anq 
inquired whether it was in order to introduce , 
resolution insiracting a committee on a subject 
pending in the House. 

Mr. CLIFFORD replied that this was a sepg. 
rate bill altogether, and essentially different from 
any other before the House. | 

The SPEAKER overruled all the objections 
which had been raised. 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved ihe previous question 
on his resolution. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. CLIFFORD called for the yeas and nays 
which being ordered, resulted as follows: yeas 81, 
nays 110: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar. 
nold, Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Blair, Borden, Briggs, Milton 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, Childs, Staley N Charts 
James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Dawson, 
John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gentry, Giddings, 
Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Halsted, Henry, Howard, Hudson, 

nt, Joseph R. Ingersell, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, 

ames, John P. Kennedy, King, Linn, McKennan, Thomas F, 
Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, Meri. 
wether, Moore, Morgan, Oliver, Osborne, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Powell, B. Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Wm. Russell, 
James M Russell, Truman Smith, Sollers, Btokely, Stratton, 
Richard W. Thompson. Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Joseph 
L. White, Christopher H, Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Win- 
throp, Yorke, A. Young, and John Young—81. 

NAYS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Barton, Beeson, Birdseye, Black, Boardman, Botts, Brewster, 
Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, William 
Butler, Green W., Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, William B. 
Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary. Casey, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Crom, 
Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Doig, 
Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, John G. Floyd, Charles 
A. Floyd, Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Goggin, William 0. 
Goode, Gordon, Green, Gustine, Gwin, Harris, Hopkins, 
Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Cave Johnson, 
Keim, A. Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, A. McClellan, R. 
McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, 
Mathewa, Sanocks, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Morris, New: 
hard, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Plumer, Ramsey, 
Read, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, 
Sanford, Saunders, Sewell, Shaw, Snyder, Steenrod, A. H. H. 
Swart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, Jobo 
B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Trotti, Turney, Underwood, Ward, 
Watterson, Weller, estbrook, Wise, and Wood—110. 


So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

The question then recurred on seopnding the 
previous question. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for tellers, and 
Messrs. C. Jonnsow and James were appointed; 
and, having taken the vote, they reported 91 in the 
affirmative, and 79 in the negative. 5 

So the motion for the previous question was 
secouded. 

The question recurred, “Shall the main question 
be now put?” 

Mr. BARNARD called for the yeas and pays; 
which were ordered, and resulted—yeas 115, nays 
88, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Black, wne, 
Brewster, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, ‘ 
Wm. Butler,.Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C, Caldwell, Wil 
liam B. Campbell, T. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Cast), 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Coopet, 
Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Kichard D. Davis, Dean, 
berry, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, Joba 
G.Floyd, Charlies A. Floyd, Fornance, A. 
Gilmer, Goggin, William O. Goode, Go 
Gwin, Ha’ Hasti Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houstos, 


Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim, Andrew 
dy, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClel 
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Meciellan, McKay, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Matthews, 


Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Morris, Newhard, Oliver, 
ter, Partgidge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, 
Ramey Read, Reding’ Re nolds, Riggs, Roosevelt, Sanford, 
saunders, Sewell, Shaw, Shields, Wm. Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, 
areenrod, Alexander H, H. Stuart, Loha T. Stuan, Sweney, 
John _ B. Thompson, Jacob Thempson, Trot 
Turney, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Wise, and 
‘ood—1 15. 
Wood a —Moears. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar- 
pold, Ayerigg; Baker, Barnard, Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
ilton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, 
John Campbell, Childs, Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, 
Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Dawson, John Edwards, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, Gates, Giddings, P. G. Goode, 
Grang ¥, Halsted, Henry, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
James Yrvin, William W. Irwin, James, William Cost Joha- 
on P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Linn, McKennan, Mc- 
Keon, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, Meri- 
wether, Moore, Morgan, Osborne, Pearce, Pendieton, Powell, 
min Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Wm. Rus- 
sll, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Slade, Truman Smith, 
sanly, Stokely, Stratton, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Ty Tomlinson, Triplett, ‘Trumbull, Underwood, Van 
Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Joseph L. White, 
Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L,. Williams, Winthrop, 
Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—88. 


So the House ordered the main question to be 
now put. * 

The question was then taken on the resolution of 
Mr. Cuirrorp; and the yeas and nays having been 
ordered, it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
198, nays 78, as follows: 


YEaS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Black, Boardman, Bowne, 
Boyd, Brewster, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, 
Burke, William Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C, Cald- 
well, William B. Campbell, Thomas J, Campbell, Caruthers, 
Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, M. A. 
Cooper, Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, 
Debetry, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, 
John GeFloyd, C. A. Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Gentry, Gil- 
mer, Goggin, Wm. O. Goode, Gordon, Green, Gustine, Gwin, 
Harris, Hastings, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter, Jack, Cave Johuson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, 
Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, Mc- 
Kay, McKennan, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Mar- 
shall, Mathews, Mattocks, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Morris, 
Newhard, Oliver, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, 
Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Ramsey, Read, Reding, 
Rencher, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saun- 
ders, Sewell, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Wm. Smith,Snyder, 
Sprigg, Steenrod, Stokely, Alex. H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, 
Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, Joha B. Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Triplett, Trotti, Turney, Ward, Wash- 
igen, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Wise, and Wood—128, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Baker, Barnard, Blair, Borden, Briggs, Milton Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Staley N. Clarke, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Dawson, John Edwards, 
Everett, Fessenden, Filimore, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G, 
Goode, Granger, Halsted, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, 
Wm. Cost Johnson, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Linn, 
Thomas F, Marshail, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, May- 
nari, Moore, Morgan, Osborne, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, 
Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, W. Russell, 
James M; Russell, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stratton, 
Richard W, Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van 
Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, Edward D. White, Joseph L. 
White, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Win- 
throp, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—78, 


Mr. BARNARD rose for the purpose of asking 
some directions from the Speaker, or the House, 
in regard to his duty in this matter. He under- 
stood the House as having passed an order that the 
Committee on the Judiciary should bring in a bill 
forbwith to repeal the bankrupt law; but there was 
asianding rule of the House conflicting with this 
order, which provided that no committee should 
hold its meetings while the Heuse was in session. 
He wished to know how he was to act, so as to 
avoid a breach of one or the other of these rules. 

Mr. WISE said that, in order to relieve the gen- 
leman from New York of the difficulty he had 
suggested, he would move that the Committee on 
ihe Jodiciary have leave to sit during the sittings 
of the House, till they bad performed the duty as- 
signed them. 

Mr. BARNARD. Is that motion in order, Mr. 
Speaker? Ifit is not, I shall object to it. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion was not in 
order; and 

Mr. WISE appealed from that decision. He 
Would appeal to the House if, after the vote just 
fiven, it was not the duty of the Committee on the 
adiciary to report the bill “forthwith.” 

Mr. CLIFFORD called for the yeas and nays 
onthe appeal; which were ordered. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana moved to lay the 
appeal on the table; and ‘ 

Mr. CLIFFORD called for the yeas and nays on 

' question; which were also ordered. 

: Mr. BARNARD begged leave to inquire of.the 
hair if the rale in regard to the meetings of the 


\ 
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cemmittees during the sessions of the House did 
not require a vote Of two-thirds to be set aside. 

The SPEAKER answered that it did; and not 
only that, but this being resolution day, without 
debaie, under the rules, it would require two-thirds 
to suspend that rule alsow 

The question was then taken on laying the ap- 
peal on the table, and decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 104, nays 91. 

The SPEAKER continued the call for resolu- 
tions from the State of Maine. 

Mr. LOWELL offered a resolution to authorize 
the Committee on the Jadiciary to sit during the 
session of the House, for the purpose of taking the 
necessary steps to comply with the resolution of the 
House directing them to report a bill “forthwith” 
for the repeal of the bankrupt law. He also 
moved the previous question. 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON moved to lay the 
resolution on the table. [Loud cries of “The yeas 
and nays.”’} 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped the gentleman from 
Maine would withdraw his resolution, as the whole 
subject would certainly require some discussion. 

Mr. LOWELL did not comply, and the yeas 
and nays were ordered; and, being taken, resulted 
as follows—yeas 87, nays 105. 

So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

The question then recurred on seconding the 
demand for the previous question. 

Mr. W.W.IRWIWN inquired whether, if the 
demand for the previous question was seconded 
and the main question was ordered to be put, it 
would not require a vote of two-thirds to adc pt the 
resolution, as it would operate to suspend the rule 
of the Hoyse. 

The SPEAKER replied that the resolution only 
provided that the committee have leave to sit. 

Mr. READ said the 231 rule directed that on 
this day resolutions should be introduced; but it 
also directed that, when a resolution was introduced 
which any gentleman wished to detate, such reso- 
lution should lie over until another day, and 
not interrupt the presentation of resolutions which 
no gentleman desired to debate. Now, the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means had 
expressed his desire to debate this question; and he 
(Mr. R.) submitted whether, such a declaration 
having been made, the resolution must not neces- 
sarily go over; and whether it was in order for the 
gentleman from Maine to move the previous ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman from 
Maine moved the previous question before the gen- 
tleman from New York expressed his wish to de- 
bate the resolution, or before he (Mr. Fittmore} 
was even entitled to the floor. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN raised an objection, on the 
ground that the genileman from Maine had moved 
the previous question before his resolution was read 
by the Clerk, or had even reached the Chair. 

Some conversation ensued on this point, which, 
however, the Speaker overruled. 

Mr. BARNARD called for tellers on seconding 
the demand for the previous question; but be sub- 
sequently withdrew it, and it was renewed by Mr. 
YORKE. 

Messrs. Reap ahd Pore were appointed tel- 
lers, and they reported 81 in the affirmative, and 
79 im the negative; so there was asecond. . 

The main question was then ordered to be now 
put, and the resolution was adopted by a vote of 
ayes 112, nays 81, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Black, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Burke, William Butler, William O. Buder,Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, William B, Campbell, Thom- 
as J. Campbell; Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, 
Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, 


* Dean, Deberry, Doan, ait: Eastman, John C. Edwards, Eg- 


bert, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, A. Law- 
rence Foster, Gentry, Goggin, William O. Goode, Gordon, 
Graham, Gustine, Gwin, Harris, Hastings, Holmes, Hopkins, 
Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim, 
Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert Mc- 
Cleilan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Mar- 
shall, Mathews, Mattocks, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Morris, 


Newhard, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Pickens, 


Plumet, Pope, Proffit, Ramsey, Read, Reding, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Riges, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Sewell, 
Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, 
Joho T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Taliaferro, John B. Thomp- 
son, Jacob a Triplett, Trotti, Turney, Ward, Wat- 
terson, Weller, Westbrook, Wise, and Wood—112. 





NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ay- 
crigg, Baker, Barton, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botte, one 
Bronson, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, Chi 
Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Garrett Davis, 
John Edwards, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gates, Giddings, Patrick 
G. Goode, Granger, Green, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Jo- 
seph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin James, 
William Cost Johnson, Isaae D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, 
King, Lane, Linn, McKennan, Thomas F. Marshall, Mathiot, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morrow, Osborne, Pearce, Pow- 
ell, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, William 
Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Stanty, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Richard 
W. Thompson, Toland, Tomlingon, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, 
Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, 
Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—81. 


REMOVAL OF JONATHAN ROBERTS. 


Mr. FESSENDEN offered the following reso- 
lution, and moved the previous question thereon: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury he directed te 
inform the House whether any charges have, at any time, been 
preferred to the department against Jonathan Roberts, late 
collector of the port of Philadelphia, relative to his discharge of 
the duties of said office; and if any have been, that he be di- 
rected to furnish copies of the same. Also, that he tranamit to 
the House copies of any order, instructions, or request, addressed 
to said Jonathan Roberts, to remove or appoint any subordi- 
nate officer of the customs at the portof Philadelphia, Also, a 
copy of the order or letter dismissing him from the office of 
collector of said port, and copies of al? letters and papers in 


eee of the department relating to the subjects embraced 
y this resolution. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected to the recep- 
tion of the resolution as out of order. According 
to therule, he contended it must lie over. 

The SPEAKER sustained the qbjection. 

Mr. FESSENDEN contended that he had moved 
the previous question on the resolution. 

The SPEAKER said that, inasmuch as the reso- 
lution was one which called on the department for 
information, it must lie over. 

Mr. TOLAND then moved a suspension of the 
rules for the purpose of considering it at this time. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked for the yeas and 
nays on the motion; and they were ordered. 

The House refused to suspend the rules—yeas 
103, nays 76, (not two-thirds,) as follows: 


VYEAS—Mesars. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Barton, Birdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, 
Briggs, Bronson, Millon Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, 
William B. Campbell, Thomas J, Campbell, Caruthers, Cazey, 
Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Garrett Dav 
Deberry, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, 
Gentry, Goggin, Graham, Granger, Green, Howard, Hudaoe, 
Hunt, Joseph R, Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, Isaac D. 
Jones, John P. Kennedy, Linn, McKennan, Thomas F. Mar- 
shall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Ma'tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, 
Pendleton, Powell, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, 
Rodney, Wm. Russell, J. M. Russell, Saltonsiall, Sewell, 
Shepperd, Slade, Truman Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Stratton, 
Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, 
J. B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Tomlinson, Triplet, Trumbull, Turney, Van Renaselaer, 
Wallace, Warren, Washingten, Edward D. White, Christopher 
II. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus 
Young, and John Young—103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, 
Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. 
Caldwell, John Campbell, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, 
Cushing, Daniel, R. D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, 
John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Chariea A. 
Floyd, William O. Goode, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hunter, William W. Irwin, Cave 
Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Littlefield, Lowell, ‘Abra- 
ham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Alfred 
Marshall, Mathews, Newhard, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, 
Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Read, Bodog, Reynolds, Rhett, R: 
Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, 
Sumter, Jacob Thompson, Ward, Watterson, Weller, West- 
brook, and Wise—76. 


So the resolution lies over. 


RESOLUTIONS OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


- Mr. BURKE presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of New Hampshire in relation to the 
tariff, the bankropt law, &c.; which he moved be 


_ laid on the table and printed. 


Afier objection te the printing, made (but sub- 
sequently withdrawn) by Mr. BOTTS, the mo- 
tion was carried. 

Mr. HUDSON offered a resolution instructing 
the Committee of Ways and Means to inquire into 
the expediency of bringing in a bill to refund tothe 
State of Massachusetts a certain balance of the 
sum expended by her for the services of her mili- 
tia during the late war with Great Britain. 

Mr. HOPKINS asked if the resolution should 
not be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, which had heretofore bad this subject under 
consideration. 

Mr. HUDSON suggested a modification of his 
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reaolation, 60 asto inelude the claims.ofthe Giate | 
of Maine. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland asked the genile- 
man to again modify his resolution, so as to inelude 
the claims of the State of Maryland; which was 
agreed to, and 

The resoiation as modified was adopted. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST offered a resolution in- 
stracting tbe Committee on the Judiciary, which 
had just -been directed by a resolution of the 
Hause © report a bill to repeal the bankrupt act, 
alse Lo repert a proviso to said bill, that this repeal 
shai! not extend to any case which, at the time the 
act goes into effect, shall be pending, or to any pro- 
ceedings which have been legally commenced under 
the said bankrapt act. 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved to lay the reso)ution on 
the iable. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and, on taking ihe ques- 
tion, resuled in yeas 60, nays 112. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the House do now 


adjourn. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST and other gentlemen 
calied for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ARNOLD withdrew the motion. 

The question then recarred on seconding the 
demand jor the previous question; and there was a 
Second. The main question was also ordered to be 
put, and the resolution was agreed to. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tourspay, January 17, 1843. 

Mr. EVANS presented a petition from Nancy 
Polereesky, widow of John Polereesky, late an ef- 
ficer in the army of the Revolution, praying a 
pension: referred’ to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented the credentials of 
the Hon. Cuarugs G. Atuerton, who was elected 
by the Legislature of New Hampshire a Senator 
from that State for six years from the 4th of 
March next; which were read, and ordered to be 
piaced on the files. 

Mr. CRAFTS presented joint resolutions adopt- 
ed by the Legislature of Vermont, asking the re- 
imbursement, by Congress, of the expenditures in- 
curred in defending the frontier towns during the 
late border difficulties with Canada: referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. RIVES presented a memorial from certain 
ciligens of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
asking early action by Congress on the subject of 
the ourrency, -and recommending the adoption of 
the plan for a board of exchequer 1ccommended by 
the Executive: ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition from 
‘Mary Krog, the widow of Philip Krug, a revolu- 
tionary soldier, praying the renewal of the act of 
Jely, 1838, granting half-pay pensions to widows 
of revolutionary officers and soldiers: referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 


DESTRUCTION OF STEAMBOATS ON THE 
OHIO AND MISSISSIPPI RIVERS. 

Mr. LINN stated that he had been requested to 
present to the Senate a memorial from the city of 
St. Louis, in Missouri, signed by nearly fifteen hun- 
dred of its most intelligent and useful business 
men. He knew many of the gentlemen who bad 
put their names to this memorial; and he could as- 
sure the Senate that the utmost confidence was due 
to any statements they endorsed. The prayer of 
the memorial is, that Congress may make an ap- 
propriation for improving the navigation of the 
great Western rivers. The memorialists state that, 
especially in the Missouri and Mississippi rivers, 
within the last four years, the accumulation of 
snags has been so great as to render navigation not 
only dangerous in the extreme to commerce, but 
hazardous, in consequence of the great number of 
lives lost by passengers. They farther state, that, 
in the year 1839, there were forty steamboats lost; 
in 1840, there were forty-one; twenty-nine in 1841; 
and in 1842, twenty eight. These boats would av- 
erage $25,000 each—making a total loss of §3,- 
000,000. Bat this is not all: they further state, 
that almost every boat engaged in the Missoari 
trade has been injured, more or less, by snags, the 
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repairs of which cost about $260; which 
makes a total loss to the commanity of §3,710,- 
000 in the course of four years. They also say, 
that about 450 steamboats are employed in the trade 
of the Western rivers; eighty-one partly or entirely 
owned in St. Louis in 1841; and about 200 par- 
ticipate more or less in what is called the St. Louis 
trade. About one hundred boats, they say, are 
regularly employed in the trade of their city—of 
which number, twenty-three were lost in 1841, and 
nearly as many have been lost in the past year. 

Between the llth of September and the 13th of 
October in the past year, (less than five weeks,) the 
following steamboats were lost between the city of 
St. Louis and the mouth of the Obio: 

Sept. 11.—Mentor, at Goose island—boat lost, and 
part of the cargo: loss - - $34,000 
Sept. 13.—New Orleans, sunk within a 

bundred yards of the wreck of the Men- 

tor: loss - - - - 45,000 
Sept 22.—Pre-emption, sunk within a 

quarter of a mile of the Mentor—boat 

total loss: loss, including part of the 

cargo - - > ~ ee £6000 
Same day.—Robert T. Lytle, sunk in 

sight of the same place—the boat since 

raised: loss, in cargo,&e. = - - 7,000 
Sept. 26.—Fort Pit, sunk within half a 

mile of the wreck of the Mentor: boat 

lost; cargo partly saved : . 
Oct. 6.—Hauill of steamboat Louisville, 

sunk five miles above Cairo: loss. - 8,000 
Oct. 7.—Osage Valley, struck the hull 

of the Louisville, and sunk—boat to- 

tol loss; cargo partly saved: loss - 
Oct. 13.—Eliza, bound to New Orleans, 
with full cargo and a large number of 
passengers, struck a snag six miles 
above Cairo; tore the bottom out; sunk 
to the hurricane deck in two minutes, 
and between forty and fifty persons 

were drowned: loss of boat and cargo 50,000 

These losses, amounting to $234,000, occurred 
in less than five weeks, between St. Louis and 
the mouth of the Ohio. 

Among other boats sunk last year, they name 
the John Perry, Queen of the West, North Alaba- 
ma, Vicksburg, Pratte Barge, Nonparei!, Lebanon, 
Corvette, Amaranth, Neptune, &c.; all valuable 
boats, and richly laden. 


They further say, that the most formidable ob- 
structions in the Western rivers are at St. Louis, 
or near that place; but they, nevefiheless, sympa- 
thize with their fellow citizens throughout the great 
valley of the Mississippi, and feel called on to co- 
operate with these in urging this honorable body 
to do justice to the West, by making ample appro- 
priations for the immediate improvement of our 
rivers—ithe Missouri, the Ohio, and Upper and 
Lower Mississippi. They observe that they can 
safely say that the commerce on those rivers and 
their tributaries, forming twenty thousand miles of 
interior navigation, cannot amount to less, at the 
present time, than two hundred millions per year. 
The removal of snags, the clearing of logs from 
the banks caved in, and the improvement of the 
harbor of St. Louis, (all commenced several years 
ago,) cannot be completed unless by the aid of the 
Government, and under its authority. They say 
that the rapids of the Upper Mississippi could be 
improved by a slack-water navigation, or a canal, 
which would enhance the value of the public 
lands. 

This subject was taken up by the population of 
the whole valley of the Mississippi. Every man, 
woman, and child, in that valley, was direct- 
ly interested in the improvement of the great 
Western rivers. This population maustaad will 
be heard on this important mater. He could not 
face his constituents without doing all in his power 
to obviate the crying and melancholy evils com- 
plained of. He could not return home unless he 
exerted himself, with all the ability and energy he 
possessed, to procure this appropriation. 

Nearly four millions of dollars.worth of prop- 
erty had been destroyed in less than four years— 
a greater loss, he presumed, than had accrued from 
steym or tempest on our Allaniic coast. This can 
be obviated by Congress on the Western waters, 
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great deep. ‘The lest amount of logs _w; 
found between St. Louis and the month of te 
Ohio—a distance of two hundred miles. A snag. 
boat at work at-a few points designated om. 
phatically “steamboat graveyards,” would have 
prevented all the destruction of property ang 
loss of lives complained of in this and oth, 
petitions. Captain Shreeve eradicated one ear 
all the snags tbat formerly obstructed thes 
points; by which navigation was rendered compy,. 
atively safe. This ean be done again. It was 
vainly hoped that iron steamboats would have pp. 
sisted the snags and sawyers which stand ip some 
like a forest of enormous trees. This has 
tested, and found wanting. The‘Valley Forge 
iron boat was lost this winter; but she had, he gp. 
derstood, been since raised. Scarcely a Westen 
newspaper can be taken up, in which some aceogn, 
of a fresh wreck is notfound. Last night, he ob. 
served in one the loss of the Henry Clay, valued a 
$40,000, without estimating the cargo. Two hyp. 
dred millions of dollars are involved in the trade 
carried on by steamboats on these rivers—thirty 
millions belonging to St. Louis. 

He said he held in bis hand a pampblet, printed 
by the Chamber of Commerce of St. Louis, ani 
drawn up with care, ability, and truth, which be 
thought would throw some light on the subject; and 
he would ask that it might be referred to the Com. 
mittee on Commerce, with the memorial. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said.he fally and heart. 
ily concurred with the memorialisis, as well as in 
the very just remarks of his friend from Missouri, 
The subject was of great importance to the whole 
country, but of special consequence to the Great 
West. He had long thought that this important 
matter had been too much neglected by Congress, 
Such had been the loss of property and sacrifice of 
human life, in consequence of the neglect of the 
Government to remove the obstructions from the 
Western waters, and to provide safe harbors on 
the Western lakes, that ‘here was, and would be, 
but one voice on the subject; and -be trusted and 
hoped that the time had arrived for effective action 
on the subject. He might not live, however, polit- 
ically, to see the work accomplished, as his term 
in the Senate was about to expire; but he trusted 
that Western members would press the matter 
upon the atiention of Congress, until the naviga- 
tion of Western waters shall be rendered cheap and 
safe to the great and increasing commerce of the 
West. -He would not go into the details of the 
memorials referred to by the Senator from Mis- 
souri. The facts, however, are most startling; and 
he recommended their attentive examination to the 
committee to whom they were referred. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON did not rise for the pur- 
pose of entering into discussion, butto assure the 
Senators that the subject had not escaped the at- 
tention of the Committee on Commerce. Several 
memoria!s were before the committee; and all he 
deemed necessary to say at present was, ‘hal tbe 
most anxious desire to do justice in the matter per- 
vaded the committee. 

Mr. ALLEN expressed his satisfaction at the 
assurance just given by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, that the subject would be 
carefully considered. He rose to move the print 
ing of this memorial, that it might go, with others 
on the subject, to that committee, in the same mat- 
ner and form. He hoped the committee would 
embody all the facts, information, and reasonidg 
of the several memorials, in one} general repor', 
showing the extent, importance, and value of the 
navigation of the Western waters, and the loss of 
lives and property occasioned by the obstructions, 
for the removal of which the appropriation | 
asked. 

Mr. WILLIAMS conceived: that these meme 
rials, instead of going to the Committee on Printing, 
on the question of printing, ought to go to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, which could select such pol 
tions of them as might be considered most impor 
tant for printing. ais of 

Mr. BARROW stated that it was the desigh ° 
the Committee on Commerce to investigate al! tbe 
papers on the subject referred to it, and to combine 
the information and facis they furnished into 4 
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general report. Every member of the committe, 

far as he could observe, was well disposed to- 

wards the object in view, and all were aware of 

the importance of the naviga'ion of these Western 

rivers, and of the necessity for doing something to 
t the losses complained of. 

The committee had imposed on him the task-of 
collating the materials and making up the report, 
which he was at present engaged upon, and hoped 
would be ready for consideration in a few days. 
When the report is completed, it will be found that 
the printing of this memorial, or of that from Cin- 
cinnati, separately, will be unnecessary; as all that 
they contain will be introduced in the report it- 


f. 
aA CALHOUN said, in the absence of a rep- 
resentation of the State of Tennessee in this body, 
he thought it proper to call the attention of the 
committee to one of the main branches of the 
Mississippi river, which had apparently been en- 
tirely overlooked: he alluded'to the Tennessee river. 
Thal river was, he believed, of more imporiahce 
than any other of the branches of the Mississippi, 
with the exception of theOhio, There were-no 
less than six States interested in the navigation of 
that river. I} was a larger stream than the Ohio, 
and, if the same expense were bestowed upon it, 
as upon the Ohio river, he would not be at all sur- 
prised to see, in the course of ten years, the com- 
merce upon that river exceed that of the Ohio. 
He hoped that the interests of Tennessee would not 
be allowed to suffer, in consequence of having no 
representation here; but tbat the committee would 
inquire how far this great river was entitled to their 
atiention; and that they would establish some 
principle upon which the navigation of these great 
internal seas—for such, to all‘inients, they were— 
might be improved; and to see how far this great 
river was entitled to their attention, on the princi- 
ple thus established. 

He believed the time was not far distant when a 
large proportion of the commerce of the Missis- 
sippi would pass through this channel. There 
was already in process of construction a railroad 
connecting the city of Savannah with the Tennes- 
see river—a very considerable portion of which 
was now nearly completed, being graded, and ready 
toreceive the iron. It would require but sma!l ex- 
pense to Open a continuous road *from Charleston, 
on the one side, to the Tennessee river on the 
other; which would afford, at ali seasons cf the year, 
amore speedy communication than any line upon 
tbe Alantic coast. 


Mr. BENTON rose to invite the attention of the 
commitiee to the appropriation of $100,000, made 
al the last session of Congress, for removing ob- 
siructions in the Mississippi river, and other great 
Western rivers. He read the appropriation; in 
these words: 


“For building and repairing the necessary boats, and for car- 
Tyg on the improvements on the Missouri, Mississippi, Ohio, 
and Arkansas rivers, one hundred thousand dollars, under the 
direction of the Secretary of War; and for the preservation and 
repairs of public works heretofore constructed for the impreve- 
meat of harbors, thirty thou: and dollars.” 


The apptopriation for the rivers (Mr. B. said) 
was matle on the motion of the Senator from Ken- 
lucky farthest on the other side, [Mr. Critren- 
dem;] and he would wish the’ committee to ascer- 
ain how far it had been apptied. 

He (Mr. B.) bad been on the Mississippi and 
Missouri since the appropriation. That'was made 
id Aegast, and he had been on the river in October 
and November; at which ‘time he saw no employ- 
ment of these snag-boats. The destruction of the 
commercial boats was the greatest that ever was 
known. He had passed one (the Eliza) immedi- 
ately afler iis loss—the top was visible above the 
walet—and where forty lives, to say nothing of 
Property, were supposed to be lost. It was ago- 
nizing to behold the survivors wandering among the 
(ees on the shore, consumed by grief, and linger: 
ilg'at the spot where*the dearest of ‘objects had 
gone to the bottom. He saw. this soom afier it 

hed. it was one of numerous instances; 

not only further appropriations were needed, 

butit was well to know. how far the one of the last 
Session had been: applied. 

Mr. WALKER called the attention of the com- 
mittee to a navigable tributary of the Mississippi 
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river, flowing 600 miles’ through a country that 
furnished a larger contribution of cotton to the 
commerce of the South, than either the Tennessee, 
the Red river, or the Arkansas. He ailuded to the 
Yazoo river. If the attention ef the committee 
was to be directed to the improvements of the 


‘rivers just mentioned, he should require an ex- 


tension of the appropriation for that purpose to the 
necessary improvements of the Yazoo. Mr. W. 
entered into a variety of details, showing the im- 
pomenes and value of the navigation of the 

azoo river and its connecting rivers and passes. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he regretted that any- 
thing. like disputation should oceur at this early 
stage of the business, as to the extent of the im- 
provements to be made, and as to the rivers to be 
improved. He hoped that something would be 
done in relation to the great rivers of the West— 
the Mississippi and the Ohio, and perhaps some 
others; but if they were going to include alt the in- 
ferior streams, it was periectly evident, as had 
een well said by the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. 
Kine,] they would not be able to legislate upon the 
subject at all. The Mississippi and the Ohio rivers 
were to those Siates whose boundary they formed, 
what the ocean was to our Atlantic brethren; and 
it would be found, upon examination, that there 
was a greater amount of commerce upon those riv- 
ers than upon the whole Atlantic coast. These 
rivers were our great inland ocean, and we had as 
much right to claim the assistance of this Gov- 
ernment as those living upon the Atlantic coast 
had. He did wot desire to see public atten- 
tion drawn off from those rivers which were 
important in themselves, to those of com paratively 
less importance. He hoped the committee 
which had charge of the subject would confine 
themselves to the great object of the improvement 
of these large rivers. This would be sufficient to 
engage their aliention for the present; and—as the 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Kine] had well 
said—hereafier, when their means would enable 
them to do so, it would be proper to turn their at- 
tention to the smaller rivers. Upon the same prin- 
ciple upon which the attention of Congress was 
demanded to the Yazoo, a hundred other streams 
would claim attention. There were in the State of 
Kentucky two or three rivers: there was Green 
river, Kentucky river, and Licking river— 

[Mr. BUCHANAN. And Salt river.) 
—all these to be improved by the State itself, at an 
expense of millions of dollars. He boped the 
committee, for the purpose of rendering effectual 
anything which they might do upon this subject, 
would confine their attention to those rivers which 
partake of the character of national. 


Mr. WALKER thought this a question of as 
great importance as could come before the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. The navigation of these 
great inland channels of communication ~ with the 
ocean, furnished more produce for exportation than 
the Atlantic coast, on which so many millions had 
been expended for the alleged benefit of com- 
merce. He pointed out the vast sums expended 
for the mere survey of that ecast, and contrasted 
the amount of expenditure yet required to complete 
it, and for which appropriations were continually 
solicited from Congress, with the amount required 
for improving the Western waiters, which it seem- 
ed'so difficult toob'ain. He did not wish it to be 
understood, that if no appropriation was made for 
the Yazoo river, he would oppose the appropriation 
for the Ohio and Mississippi rivers; but what he 
meant to say was, that if the Tennessee and other 
rivers are introduced into the measure, he would 
insist on the superior claims of the Yazoo. 

Mr. BENTON said the application now made 
from St. Louis was for the application of the pe- 
culiar remedy invented for the rivers with falling-in 
banks; and it would be injarious to the object to 
complicate it with a general inquiry into the pro- 
priety of improving all the Western rivers. These 
rivers were of different characters, and required 
different modes of improvement. Those with fall- 
ing-in banks and soft bottoms were obstructed 
chiefly by jogs and trees. Those with permanent 
banks were obstracied chiefly by-rocks aod bard 
bars. For each, a different treatment was required. 
The snag-boat had been invented twelve or fifteen 
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years ago, for the removal of logs and trees; and 
the application now was to continue to employ 
them. The Mississippi, the Missouri, the Red 
river, and the Arkansas, were the principal rivers 
which required them. The Ohio required them in 
a less degree, as there were but few sunken legs or 
trees in it. Its banks weie permanent, and-pre- 
sented no examples of the acres of land falling in 
at once, with all their vast trees upon i', which 
were seep upon the rivers with falling-in banks. 


He (Mr. B.) was very willing that the Tentiess 
see and other rivers should receive the improve- 
ment suitable to them; but it would be wrong to 
clog the present application with an inquiry in’ re- 
lation to them. Recks and hard bars did not re- 
quire snag-boats; and the whole applieation nqw 
was for the’ snag-boats. He (Mr. B) was willing 
they should be used wherever necessary, and 
wherever they could go. They. were obliged to 
be large, to have the power necessary to drag these 
immense trees from their beds in the rivers: they 
could not go into small rivers; Lat be was willing 
they should go where they could. Bat they should 
first go to the great theatre cf thé destruction of 
life and property—and that was the Mississippi. 

Mr. SEVIER pointed out that the appropriation 
now sought for was to rémove snags inthe rivers 
where they formed such dabgerous impediments to 
navigation. The other rivers to whieh gentlemen 
alluded were not impeded by snags of sawyers; 
the improvements they might require were alto- 
gether of a different character. 


Mr. CALHOUN said, in reference to the im- 
provement of the Tennessee river, he had, at the 
last session of Congress, been charged wilt a ‘me- 
morial, very numercusly sigaed, praying that that 
important river might be put upon exactly the same 
footing as the other great branches of the Missis- 
sippi. The memorial was referred to a committee, 
but he believed no action had been taken upon 
it. He would not, perhaps, have thought it 
necessary to take so lively an interest in 
the subject, had he not been particularly 
solicited by the memorialists to bring the matter 
under the notice of the Senate. What he desired, 
therefore, at present, wa‘, that whatever prin- 
ciple should be applied to the other important 
branches of the Mississippi, should be applied to this 
also. Heclaimed, on behalf of the memorialisis, that 
the committee should adopt some broad principle 
which should be applicable to all the important 
branches of the Mississippi, and not confined to 
one or two only. 

Mr. BARROW said he would add one addi- 
tional remark to what he had said when first up. 
He certainly did not desire to protract this desul- 
tory conversational debate, because he thought it 
was altogether mistimed; bat he thought it his duty, 
in order that Senators might not suppose that he 
bad omitted to take notice of their suggestions, or 
that he had any disposition to overlook this im~ 
portant stream to which they had called the atten- 
tion of the committee of the Senate; to make this 
single remark: that the Committee on Commerce 
had before it memorials from the West, and from 
the East, asking Congréss for an appropriation 
for the improvement of the navigation of the Mis- 
sissippi and Ohio rivers; and, by some of them, 
the Missouri was also included. These memorials 
had been handed over by the committee to bim, 
[Mr. Barrow,] for examination, and in order that 
he might make a report upon them. 


He believed the committee were bound to report 
upon the subject as it had been submitted, and that 
they had no right to enter into an inquiry. whether 
an appropriation ought to be made at this session 
for the improvement of the Tennessee and the 
Yazoo, or any other than those which bad been 
specially submitted to their consideration by, the 
memorialisis. He would ask, was ita reasonable 
expectation that the committee should go inio the 
broad subject of improvement, ualess specially in- 
structed so to do? He would not have troubled 
the Senate with this additional remark, had he not 
apprehended that the Senator from Sonth Carolina 
and the Senator from Mieeeae might suppose 
thet the commitiee had overlooked importan{ mat- 
ters to which their attention had been called. 
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The memoria! was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented @ memorial from 
a large number of persons, of the cities of New 
York and Brooklyn, praying for the immediate 
erection of a floating dock at the naval station at 
Brooklyn, on the plan of J. 8. Gilbert: referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, presented two memorials from the city of 
New York, remonstrating against the repeal of the 
bankrupt law: referred to the Commitiee on the 
Judiciary. 

Also, presented two memorials from the cities of 
New York and Brooklyn, in favor of the adoption 
of the plan for a board of exchequer recommend- 
ed by the President: ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, presented a memoria! from the Chamber of 
Commerce of Apalachicola, Florida, asking an ap- 
propriation for establishing light-houses on Cape 
St. George and Cape San Blas; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. Mr. T. said that 
this memorial had been on his table for some time, 
but, in consequence of indisposition, he was unable 
to present it to the Senate. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial of a con- 
vention of delegates of the citizens of East Tennes- 
see, praying an appropriation for the improvement 
of the Tennessee river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from Captain 
John Moore, praying the payment of his accounts 
as commissary of subsistence of certain Missouri 
militia; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Also, presented two memorials from the city of 
New York, signed by a number of persons, in 
which they say that it is their belief that the (so 
called) bankrupt law is unconstitutional and de- 
structive of the rights of the creditor, and pray for 
its repeaj: referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Also, presented a memorial from a number of 
inhabitants of Platte county, Missouri, who were 
residents on a military reservation, complaining of 
the destruction of their property by a United States 
officer, in consequepce of not obeying his order of 
removal from said reservation; and asking a settle- 
ment of their claims for the loss of this property, 
and for the loss of tteir land, which was covered 
by the reservation alluded to: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. BENTON remarked that he had intended, 
on yesterday, ‘o call the attention of the Senate to 
what he conceived to be another error in the print- 
ed speech of the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Rives] on the British treaty, in secret session; but 
the Senator was not then in his seat. It was his 
intention to do so to-day; but, as the morning hour 
bad expired, he would not trespass on the time of 
the Senate, but would postpone doing so till to-mor- 
row morning. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the augmentation of the 
marine corps; which was read, and ordered toa 
second reading. 

Mr. B. remarked that he had been directed, by 
the same committee, to report a bill which was 
connected with the great subject under discussion 
this morning—the improvement of harbors and riv- 
ers, to give facility to commerce. It was a bill for 
the survey and examination of the harbor of Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, with a view of establishing a na- 
vy-yard and naval depot at that place. He had 
been directed to report that bill back, without 
amendment, and with a recommendation that it be 
passed. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from the 
heirs of Daniel Truehart, praying indemnity for 
property destroyed during the revolutionary war: 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which bad been referred the reso- 
lutions adopted by the Senate, instructing that 
committee to inquire into the expediency of re- 
taining the organization of the four companies of 
light artillery, and of repealing so much of the act 
of last session respecting the reorganization of the 
army, which provided that the second regiment of 
dragoons should be converted into a rifle regiment, 
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reported a bill to repea! certain portions of the act 
entitled “An act respecting the organtzation of 
the army, and for other purposes,” approved the 
23d August, 1842; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the same committee, re- 
ported back, without amendment, the bill for the 
relief of Dr. Boyd Reilly. 

Mr. CONRAD presented a memorial frem the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of New Or- 
leans, praying for the establishment of the ware- 
housing system; which was ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the memorial of the Board 
of Directors of the Petersburg Railroad Company, 
praying for an extension of the time for admitting 
railroad iron free of duty, reported a bill for the 
benefit of the Petersburg Railroad Company; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. EVANS, on leave, introduced a bill author- 
izing the appointment of an assistant collector for 
the port of Bangor, in the collection district of 
Belfast, Maine; which was read twice, and refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bill to amend 
an act entitled “An act to establish the northern 
boundary line of the State of Ohio, and to pro- 
vide for the admission of the State of Michigan 
into the Union, on the conditions therein express- 
ed,” approved Jane 15, 1836, made a report favor- 
able to its passage; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, House 
bill (212) entitled “An act authorizing sales of 
land, with the improvements thereon erected by 
the United States, for the use of their agents, 
teachers, farmers, mechanics, and other persons 
employed amongst the Indians ” 

Also reported back, from the same committee, 
without amendment, Senate bill for the relief of 
Joseph Bryan, Harrison Young, and Benjamin 
Young. 

Mr. BATES, from the Commiitee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, House bill 
(462) for the relief of John Hicks; and House bill 
(289) for the relief of John Javins. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed ta com- 
municate to the Senate a statement showing the number of 
existing contracts with railroad companies for the transporta- 
tion of the mail, and the price established to be paid for said 
service, under each contract; and also the amount paid for the 
transportation of the mail over each of said routes the year pre- 
vious to the contract with the respective railroad companies. 

The following engrossed bills were then read 
the third time and passed, viz: 

The bill authorizing a settlement of the accounts 
of Joseph Nourse. . 

The bill entitled “An act for the relief of Samuel 
Dyson;” and 

The bill entitled “An act to revive the act for the 
relief of Mary Tucker.” 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, transmitting, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate of the 5th instant, a statement of the 
imports and exports of gold and silver coin and 
bullion since 1834; which, on motion of Mr. BEN- 
TON, was ordered to be printed. Then, 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; and, after some time spent therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, January 17, 1843. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a me- 
morial from citizens of the city of Burlington, 
lowa, representing that the commerce and business 
of said city, together with that of the flourishing 
and thrifty towns of Bloomington, Davenport, 
Rock Island, Galena, Dubuqne, and Prairie du 
Chien, and the country around them on either side 
of the river, embracing the finest portions of the 
State of Illinois and the Territories of Iowa and 
Wisconsin, is subjected to a most burdensome tax 
in the increased price of freights, oecasioned by the 
obstructions to the navigation of the Mississippi 
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river at the Des Moines, or Lower Rap 
earnestly urging on Congress the great importa 
of making an appropriation to remove said ob. 
structions: referred to the Commitiee on Cop. 
merce. 

Also, a petition for a donation of land to the Me. 
chanics’ Matual Aid Association of Iowa city, fo 
literary ahd scientific purposes: referred to the 
Committee on Pablic Lands. 

Also, a petition from citizens of the mineral 
district in Iowa, praving a speedy sale of the mine. 
ral lands: referred to the Committee on Pabjic 
Lands, 

Mr. READ of Pennsylvania presented two peti. 
tions, signed by siandry citizens of Pennsylyanj 
praying for the repeal of the bankrupt bill: referred 
to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. GREEN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of WaEy eed Means be in. 
structed to ohn into the expediency of bringing in a bili ap. 
propriating $200,000 per year, commencing the present 
and to be continued for the ensuing ten years, to be applied ig 
the removal of the obstructions in the Western waters, and be 
under the control of the Secretary of War; and report to this 
House with the most convenient despatch. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that he was about tore. 
port a bill on the subject contained in the reso}y. 
tion. 

Mr. GREEN proposed that the House should 
adopt his resolution. 

The question was taken, and the resolution 
adopted. 

Mr. H. DODGE introduced “A bill for the pro. 
tection of commerce on the western shores of Lake 

Michigan.” 

Twice read, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. EVERETT moved the printing of the sub. 
stitute for the exchequer plan now in Committee of 
the Whole. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. PENDLETON desired to present a me- 
morial in relation to the improvement of the Ohio 
and Missjssippi rivers. 

Objection having been made, Mr. P. moved a 
suspension of the rules; but the House refused to 
suspend. 

The committees were then called on for reports, 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bifl making appropriations 
for the improvement of certain harbors and rivers, 
and for continuing the Cumberland road, for the 
half calendar year ending June 30, 1843, and for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1844. 

The bill was twice read, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PICKENS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to extend the time for laying down 
iron actually imported for railroad companies, 
Mr. P. suggested that it would not be necessary 
to refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole. 
He therefore moved that the bill be ‘printed, and 
that it lie on the Speaker’s table: agreed to. 


CLERK IN THE SECOND AUDITOR'S 
OFFICE. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, reported a joint resolution 
for the continuation of an additional clerk in the 
Second Auditor’s Office; which was twice read, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. BURKE, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill from the Senate entitled “An act 
for the relief of J. R. Vienne,” without amené- 
ment: twice read, and referred te the Commiliee 
of the Whole House. 

Mr. COWEN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Robert A. Kelly: twice read, and referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the same commillee, 
made sundry adverse reports. 


PROPOSED MEETING AT TEN O’CLOCE. 


Mr. COWEN reported a resolation that the 
House shall meet, on Friday and Saturday next, 
at 10 o'clock, for the transaction of private business. 

Mr. C. moved the previous question on 
adoption of the resolution; but the House refused 
second it. 
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Mr. TURNEY moved to lay the resolution on 

te OWEN asked for the yeas and nays on 
tion. 
ne House refused to order them. 

The motion to lay on the table was then adopted 
without 8 division. : 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY presented a petition from 
Baltimore against the repeal of the bankrupt law; 
whied, he said, was numeroualy signed by men of 
both parties. 

Mr. WARREN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of W. S. Esleth: read twice, and referred to 
the Committee of the. Whole House. 

Mr. CARY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill granting the right of pre- 
emption to certain settlers in Wisconsin: read 
iwice, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 


= HOWARD, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill granting a quantity of land 
for the improvement of Grant river, at the town of 
Potosi, in Wisconsin Territory: read twice, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House. 
Also, a bill granting to the Territory of Wiscon- 
sn acertain tract of land, for the benefit of the 
town of Fairplay, in said Territory: read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole 


ouse. 

- HOPKINS, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported Senate bill 
39, (proposing certain amendments to the bill for 
the establishment of additional mail routes, passed 
August, 1842,) with the unanimous recommenda- 
tion that it be rejected. The bill and report of the 
commitiee were ordered to lie on the table. 


REPEAL OF THE BANKRUPT LAW. 


Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the 
Jadiciary, reported the following bill: 
A BILL to repeal the bankrupt law. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United Stutes of America in Congress assembled, 
the act entitled ‘An act to establich an uniform system of 
bankruptcy throughout the United States,” approved on the 
1%h day of August, 1841, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 
Provided, however, That the repea! shall not extend to or 
affect any case which, at the time this act goes into effect, shall 
_—— before any court; nor to any proceeding which, at 
id time, shall have been legally commepced, and which shail 
de then in progress, under and by virtue of the said act hereby 


The bill was read a first time. 

Mr. BARNARD objected to its second reading, 
which he said he could do under the rule, which 
forbade the second reading of a bill on the same 
day it was reported, unless no objection was made. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said that the second 
reading of the bill having been objected to, the 
question would come up before the House, Shall 
this bill be rejected? 

Mr. BARNARD repeated his objection, and in- 
sisted on his right to make it. 

Mr. CLIFFORD remarked that the parliament- 
ary law was imperative in requiring the question 
to be taken on the rejection of the bill, after the 
objection made to its second reading by the gentle- 
man from New York (Mr. Barnarp.] 

The SPEAKER said that, by reference to the 
109th rule of the House, he found that, if objec- 
on was made to the first reading of the bill, the 
question Would then ensue upon its rejection. By 
that rule, no bill could have its first and second 
teading en the same day, without a special order 
from the House. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON. 
special order now. 

Mr. BARNARD said he claimed the floor to 
make another report from the Commitiee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. MOORE suggested that the second reading 
of the bill be fixed for to-morrow. 

Mr. BARNARD persisted in his point of order, 
and his right to the floor. 

Mr. ATHERTON observed, that the bill had 
been read the first time; and it was not necessary 
for it to be read a second time, that the gentleman 
{rom New York (Mr. Barnagp] should make the 
motion. He (Mr. A) would now make the mo- 
lion that the bill be read the second time. 

Mr. BARNARD said that the gentleman from 
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New Hampshire [Mr. Arnerton] was not entitled 
to the floor to make the motion. 

Mr. ATHERTON said that the bill was not dis- 
posed of; it was under consideration; and, the gen- 
tleman having reported it, and refused to move its 
second reading, or its reference, he had no right to 
the floor for any other purpose. 

Mr. BARNARD insisted upon it that the bill was 
not before the House. He had the floor, and no 
person had a right to make the motion bu’ himself. 

Mr. BRIGGS understood that the gentleman 
claimed the floor for another subject. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT asked if it was not now in 
order to move to amend the bill? 

After some further conversation— 

The SPEAKER said that he was clearly of 
opinion that the House had the right to order the 
bill to be read a seeond time now. 

Mr. BARNARD then observed that, after that 
decision of the Chair, he should no longer object to 
the second reading. 

The bill was then read the second time; when 

Mr. TURNEY rose, and said that he wished to 
offer an amendment to the bill; but, 

Mr. BARNARD rising, the Speaker awarded 
the floor to that gentleman. 

Mr. B. then, under instructions from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, moved to recommit the bill 
to that committee, with instructions to report 
amendments to the following effect : 


“Ist. Confining the repeal to that part of the 
bankrupt law which authorizes proceedings in 
bankruptcy on the sole petition and motion of the 
bankrupt. 

“2d. Authorizing any bankrupt to declare him- 
self insolvent, and making such declaration an act 
of bankruptcy upon which his creditors may pro- 
ceed against him in bankruptcy. 

“3d. Authorizing the creditors, or a majority of 
them in amount, to nominate the assignee of the 
bankrupt’s estate. 

“4th. Providing that the assent of a majority in 
amount of the creditors shall be necessary to a 
discharge.” . 

Mr. TURNEY rose to a question of order. The 
Speaker, he understood, gave the floor to the gen- 
tleman from New York, as a matier of courtesy to 
the reporter of a bill. Now, he contended that he, 
having risen and claimed the floor before the gen- 
tleman, was entitled toit. The gentleman from 
New York, he added, had forfeited his right by 
courtesy, because, after reporting the bill, he had 
objected to its second reading, and refused to make 
a motion to refer it to the Committee of the Whole, 
in accordance with the universal practice. 


The CHAIR said that the member from New 
York was entitled to the preference given him, ac- 
cording to the universal practice of the House. 
No member had ever interposed between the re- 
porter of a bill and any motion he might wish to 
make in regard to it. 

Mr: TURNEY contended that the present case 
was entirely different from the usual practice of 
the House; for here the reporter of the bill object- 
ed to its second reading, and refused to make any 
motion to facilitate its progress. 

The SPEAKER persisting in his decision, 

Mr. TURNEY appealed, and addressed the 
House in favor of the appeal. 

Mr. BARNARD was so unfortunate as to differ 

the gentleman from Tennessee in regard to 
@.:: of the case. According to his recoliec- 
tion, he addressed the Chair before the second 
reading of the bill; and after it was read the sec 
time, he again addressed the Chair first. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON desired to say that his 
colleague (Mr. Turney] was correct as to the facts 
stated by him. After the bill was read the second 
time, his colleague got up first, and addressed the 
Chair. This fact was within the recollection of 
several members. The Speaker, he understood, 
gave the floor to the gentleman from New York, 
on the ground of courtesy to the introducer of a 
bill; but it must be observed that the gentleman 
from New Hampshire (Mr. Arnerron] got the 
floor between the introduction of the bill and its 
second reading, and that it was upon his motion that 
it was read the second time. ~ 
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Mr. HOUSTON desired to ask the Chair wheiber 
it would now be in order to offer an amendment. 

The SPEAKER answered in the negative. 

Mr. HOPKINS hoped the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee would withdraw the appeal. The Chair, in 
his opinion, had an arbitrary and unqualified right, 
under the parliamentary law, of awarding the floor 
to either of the members who may rise at the same 
time. Besides, the object that both he and the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee had in view, would not be 
promoted by persisting in the appeal. But for the 
appeal, a motion to amend would be in order, and 
a motion to commit also. He only asked the gen- 
tleman to withdraw his appeal, and he would 
make a motion to strike out the proviso. 


The SPEAKER said that he would not go into 
an issue with the gentleman from Tennessee upon 
his statement of facts, because the Chair did not 
decide upon the facts he stated. The Chair de- 
cided upon the uniform practice and courtesy of 
the House to the reporter of a bill. The second 
reading occurred not upon the motion of the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire, (who was not en- 
titled to the floor to make it,) but as the necessary 
course of the bill upon the withdrawal! of the ob- 
jections of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Barnarp.] Had the gentleman persisted in his 
objections, the question would have been, not upon 
the second reading, but upon the rejection of the 
bill. 

Mr. CLIFFORD asked if an amendment stri- 
king out the proviso of the bill would be in order, 
if the appeal were withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER said that it would not. 

Mr. CLIFFORD then addressed the House in 
favor of the appeal, contending that, upon the 
grounds stated by the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Tuaney,] the Speaker ought to have given 
him the floor, instead of the gentleman from New 
York. The cbject of the gentleman from New 
York, as was apparent to every one, was to de- 
feat the bill. He therefore hoped that all who 
were in favor of the repeal would vote to reverse 
the decision cf the Chair. 

Mr. BRIGGS exclaimed against the appeal of 
the gentleman from Maine to the House, to vote 
against the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. CLIFFORD. Becaase it is wrong. 

Mr. BRIGGS (without noticing the explana- 
tion) said, if the Speaker was right, it was the du'y 
of the House to sustain him; but the course pointed 
out by the gentleman from Maine, who was him- 
self a lawyer, would give a blow at parliamentary 
rule, with a vengeance; for it was an appeal to vote 
against the decision of the Chair, right or wrong. 
He made some further remarks which were not 
distinctly heard. 

Mr. WISE said there was no principle involved, 
except as to who was entitled to the floor; and he 
added that he believed the Speazer had absolute 
power on that point. 

The SPEAKER then put the question, “Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
the House?” which was determined in the effirm- 
ative. 

Mr. WISE then asked what would be the effect 
of the previous question. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that it 
would bring the House to a vote on the engross- 
ment of the bill. 

Mr. WISE inquired whether it would cut off the 

roviso. 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. WISE. Then I move the previous ques- 
tion. I am in favor of the proviso, [Great ex- 
citement.] 

Mr. BARNARD. Mr. Speaker, if this mo- 
tion —— 

Mr. WISE (amidst much confusion) Mr. 
Speaker, is this in order? 

The SPEAKER replied, but his voice was over- 
powered by the hum of excited conversation 
throughout the hall. 

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, I cannot hear a word. 
[Great confusion. ] 

Mr. BARNARD. If this motion had been 
made in the ordinary way —— 

Mr. WISE again interposed, and exclaimed shat 
he could not hear a word that was said. 
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The SPEAKER called the House to order. 

Mr. BARNARD iben resumed, and said if this 
motion hed beep made in the ordinary way, on the 
commitmeatof the bill, and the previous question 
was sustained, he was aware it would bring the 
House dirrcily 1o.a vote on the main proposition; 
but the Speake: would remember that the motion 
was not made by hum as an individual member of 
the House, but as the organ of the Judiciary Com- 
miitee, aud in the form and shape of a report from 
that committee; and in such a case, he submitied, 
: the role did, not apply; and that if the previous 
: question was seconded, the vote must first be ta- 

ken op the report of the Judiciary Committee. 
The SPEAKER'S reply did not reach the re- 
porter’s desk. 
Mr. BARNARD inquired whether the House 
could cut off the report of a commitice. 
The SPEAKER replied that it was fcr a major- 
ity of the House to deiermine. 
Mr. WISE asked the Clerk to read the bill as it 
4 wonld stand if the previous question was sec- 
onded, 

The Clerk read the bill, as submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Cuirrorp, simply repealing the bankrupt 
law, with the proviso submitted by Mr. Titwina- 
HAST. 

Mr, WISE. I stick to the previous question. 

The Speaker put the question on seconding the 
demand for the previous question, but he was un- 
able. to decide. Tellers were then demanded, and 
Messrs, Weer and Bricas were appointed; and 
having taken the vote, they reported 92 in the af- 
firmative, and 83 in the negative. There was, 
therefore, a second. 


_ Mr.BARNARD. Mr. Speaker, has the morn- 
ing, hour expired? (It was 10 minutes past 1.) 
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The SPEAKER, Ii bas. 
Mr, BARNARD. Then I call for the orders of 
the day. 


The SPEAKER. The order of the day is the 
further consideration of the bill for the repeal of 
the bankruptlaw. [Roars of laughter. ] 

[This bill, which was now the order of the day, 
a was the bill some time since introduced by Mr. 
Everett, to which various amendments bad been 
offered, and on which Mr. Marsnatt was entitled 
to the floor from the middle of last week.]} 

Mr. CUSHING rose and said Mr. Kennepy’s 
bill to regulate the mode of measuring the tonnage 
= vessels had been made the special order for this 

ay. 

Mr, WISE inquired if the previous question had 
net been seconded on the bill which the Judiciary 
Committee, by direction of the House, had re- 
ported. 

The SPEAKER said it had, and it would be the 
order of the day for the morning hour to-morrow. 

Mr. WISE. [Laughing.] Well, “take your 
time, Miss Lucy.” (Laughter. ] 

Some conversation ensued respecting the bill 
whieh Mr. Cuswine contended was the special or- 
der for this day; but 

The SPEAKER announced the order of the day 
to be Mr. Everert’s bill to repeal the bankrupt 
law, on which the gentleman from Kentucky was 
entitled to the floer. 

And the state of the questien was this: 

Mr. Baanarp had moved the following amend- 
ment to (or substitute for) the original bill: 


“That so much of the act entitled ‘Aa act to establish a uni- 
form system of bankruptcy throughout the United States,’ ap- 
proved on the 19th of August, 1841, as authorizes any person 
owing debts to apply by petition, for the benefit of said act, to- 
gether with all the parts of said act which are applicable solely 
to the mode of obtaining the benefit of the provisions of such 
act, in behalf of debtors, by the voluntary petition of such deb- 
tors, without the concurrence or aid of their creditors be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed: Provided, That this act shall not 
affect any Case or proceeding in bankruptcy already commenced, 
or which shall be commenced before the 4th day of July next, 
or any pains, alties, oc forfeitures, prescribed and incurred, 
or which shall be incurred, under said act.”’ 


And Mr. Cosnina had offered the following 
amendment to the original bill: 


“In the proviso of the original bill, strike out the ‘Sth day of 
> December, 1842,’ &c., 'and insert so that the proviso shall réad 
. as follows. ‘Provided, That this act shall not affect any case 
+) or proceeding in bankruptcy commenced before the passage of 

this act, or any pains, penalties, or forfeitures incurred under 

; the said act; but every such proceeding may be continued to its 

: final consummation, n like manner as if thie act had pot been 
passed.’ 


Mr. Bricas- had moved that the bill be com- 
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mitted to tbe Commitiee on on the Judiciary, with 


the following instructions: 

“To report a bill to repeal that part of the existing law which 
authorizes the voluntary application of debtors, and to inclade 
corporations which issue paper to circulate as money within 
the operations of said law.” 

Which proposed instructions Mr. C. Jonnson 
had moved to amend, so as to instract the commit- 
tee to report a bill for the immediate repeal of the 
bankrupt Jaw, without limit or qualifeations; (sim- 
ply, in fact, striking out the proviso ef the origi- 
nal. bill of Mr. Everett.) 

Mr. MARSHALL rose and said he would not be 
responsible for any delay of the action of tbis 
House on the subject of the bankrupt law; but he 
wished to inquire what would be the effect on him- 
self, if he moved the previous question, and it 
should not be sustained by the House—whether 
he should retain the right to the floor. He 
did not wish totake the responsibility of any delay 
in the action of the House; but he did not wish to 
forfeit his right to the floor, if the Hous: should 
refuse to second his motion. 

The SPEAKER replied that, if the previous 
question was voted down, the gentleman from 
Kentucky would not be absolutely entitled to the 
floor, though, no doubt, he would obtain it by 
courtesy. 

Mr. MARSHALL said, then, for the second or 
third time, he put himself on the courtesy of the 
House, and he moved the previous question. 

Mr. GRANGER said, if the previous question 
was not sustained, he should certainly object to the 
gentleman from Kentucky having the floor. 

Mr. MARSHALL. But if I get it, the gentle- 
man from New York cannot prevent my speaking. 

Mr. GRANGER said, warmly, the gentleman 
from Kentucky had spoken once. 

Mr. MARSHALL contradicied the assertion of 
the gentleman from New York. 

The SPEAKER also said that the gentleman 
from Kentucky had not spoken on this question. 

Mr. MARSHALL again moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. CUSHING protested against the motion 
for the previous question. He said several gentle- 
men bad entered into a very general debate, which 
had been continued for several days while this bill 
was before the House, and he protested against being 
thus cut off from a reply. If, however, be could 
get the fisor, if the House should negative the pre- 
vious question, he should claim and retain it, cour- 
tesy or no courtesy. , 

Mr. MARSHALL said there was not a gentle- 
man on that floor more anxious to discuss the ques- 
tion than he was. 

(Cries of *‘Go on, then.”’) 

Mr, WISE inquired, if the previous question was 
sustained, and the main question wes ordered to be 
put, and the amendment of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Cusnine] should be adopied, 
whether the bill would not then be, in substance, 
the same as the bill to be acted upon to-morrow 
morning? 

Mr. CUSHING. Precisely. 

Some conversation ensued as to the priority of 
the amendments; and 

Tellers were demanded on seconding: the motion 
for the previous question. Messrs. Bricas and 
Reap were appointed; and they reported 110 in the 
affirmative, and 28 in the negative; there was, 
therefore, a second. 

The effect of sustaining the previous que 
was to cut off the several motions to commii 
instructions, and to bring the House to a vote 
upon the amendments to the bill. 

The question recurred on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cosine ] 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia called for its reading; 
and it was read. ; 

Mr. 8. expressed a desire to move an amend- 
ment to the amendment; but the motion was ruled 
out of order. 

The amendment was then adopted—yeas 148, 
nays 62, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Black, Boardman, Borden, 
Botts, Bowne, Brewster, Bri ronson, Milton Brown, Jere- 


iges, 
miah Brown, Burnell, William Butler, Calhoun, John Camp- 
bell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Chapman, 








Childs, John C. Clark, Bualey N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranncs 
Cravens, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, berry’ 
John Edwards, John C. Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, ty : 
John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Gates, Gentry, Gerry ore, 
in, Patrick G. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Granger, & 
Justine, Henry, Holmes, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Chartes 
Ingersoll, Joseph R. nama | James Irvin, William Ww 
Irwin, Jack, James, William Cost Johnson, Isaac Dp. Jones, 
John P. Kennedy, Lane, Linn, Robert McClellan, McKennan, 
McKeon, Mallory, Thomas F rshal}, son Magon, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Mj 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Oliver, Osbor 
Parmenter, Payne, Pearce, Pendleton, Pickens, Plumer, Pope 
Powell, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Rencher 
Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, James M. Rose} 
Saltonstall, Sanford, Sewell, Shields, Slade, Trnman Smith, 
Sollers, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton; Alex. H. H.” Sw Joba 
T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thom » Richard 
W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, — oland, Tom. 
linson, Triplett, Trotti, Trumbull, Van Buren, Van Rensse. 
laer, Wallace, Ward, Warren, Washington, Watterson, Weg. 
brook, Edward D> White, Joseph L. White, Thowas W. wi. 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, Wood, Yorke, 
and re, ae Young—148, . 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Boyd, Burke, Green 
W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, William B. Campbell, Cary 
Clifford, ae, | Mark A. Coopes,, Denies Garrett Davig 
Dean, Doan ig, Eastman, rt, Ferris, Fornance 
Gilmer, William O. Goode, Gwin, Harris, Hastings, Hays, 
Hopkins, Houck, Cave Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy 
Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, McKay, Mar. 
chand, Alfred Marshall, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Owsley, 
Partridge, Proffit, Reding, Reynolds, Riges, Rogers, Saun. 
ders, Shepperd, William Smith, on prigg, Steenrod, 
Sumter, Sweney, Turney, Underwood, and Weller—€2. 


The question next came up upon the ameni. 


ment of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Bur. 
NARD. 


Mt MOORE asked for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. ie 

The amendment was then rejecied—yeas 73, 
nays 136, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar. 
nold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Boardman, Borden, 
Briggs, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Wm. B. Calhoun, Childs, 
J. C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Dawson, John Edwards, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gates, Patrick 
G. Goode, Granger, Henry, Howard, Hunt, Joseph R. In- 
gersoll, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, James, King, Linn, Mec- 
Kennan, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, Mor- 
gan, Morrow, Osborne, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Benjamin 
Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, James M. Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sollers, Stokely, Stratton, A. H. H. Stuart, R. W. 
Thompsen, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Underwood, Van 
Rensselaer, Warren, Edward D. White, Jos. L. White, Thos. 
W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Wil. 
liams, Winthrop, Yorke, ‘Augustus Young, and John Young— 
73 


NAYS—Messrs. L. W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, Bar- 
ton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Black, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, 
Brewster, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, Wm. Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. @ldwell, John Campbel!, William B. 
Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, M. A. Cooper, Daniel, Gar- 
rett Davis, R. D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dean, Doig, East- 
man, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, John 6G. 
Floyd, Fornaace, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Wm. O. Goode, 
Gordon, Graham, Green, Gustine, Gwin, Harris, Hastings, 
Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hugpon, 
Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. 
Jones, Keim, John P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lew- 
is, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, 
McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, T.f 
Marshall, Mathews, Mattocks, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, 
Mitchell, Moore, Morris, Newhard. Oliver, Parmenter, Par- 
tridge, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Ramsey, Rayner, aan 
Rencher, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, William Russe 

Sanford, Saunders, Sewell, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Slade, 
Truman Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, John T. 
Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Johu B. Thompson, Ja 
cob Thompson, Tillinghast, Triplett, Trotti, Van Buren, 
Wallace, Ward, Washington, Weller, Westbrook, Wise, and 
Wood—136. 


The SPEAKER announced the question to be 
upon the engrossment of the bill; and it was oI 
dered to be engrossed. 

The CHAIR. When shall the bill have is 
third reading? 

Many members. “Now.” 

Mr. ARNOLD rose and objected, upon the 
ground that the bill was not yet engrossed. 

The SPEAKER said that the bill must go over 
until to morrow, unless by unanimous consent. 

Mr. EVERETT moved that the bill be read 
again to-day. 

The SPEAKER said that the bill not being e0- 
grossed, that could not be done but by general 
consent. 

Mr. HOPKINS said that it could be done by or 
der of the House. 

Mr. EVERETT moved a snspension of the 
rule. 

Mr. WISE inquired what would be the effect 
if the bill should be brought in engrossed in an 
hour’s time? Could it not be read the third time 
then? It was useless for gentlemen to persist 10 
this kind of opposition, where there was so large & 
majorily in favor of the repeal. It would be better 
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io let the bill be read the third time now, and passed, 


done with it. 
-— question was then put on the suspension of 
yerales—and decided in the affirmative, ayes 143, 


98. 
wet. GRANGER called for the yeas and nays on 
e of the bill; which being ordered, 

jiwas read the third time and passed—yeas 140, 
ays 71, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 

Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Black, Boardman, Botts, 
powne, BO d, Brewster, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Buike, 
w. Buller, W. O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, P. C. Caldwell, 
William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, 

‘asgey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cowen, Daniel, Gar- 

es : . ‘ 
wit Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, 
fastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, John 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, 
rin, Patrick &. Coote, Wives ©, Saree, es — 
Green, Gustine, Harris, D, ays, Holmes, Hop- 
nw Upuck, Houstor, Hubard, Hudson, Hester, Charles J. 
logersol, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
s. Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert Mc- 

McKay, cKennan, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, 
alfred Marshall, "Thomas F. Marshall, Mathews, Mattocks, 
Medill, Michell, Morris, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, Owsley, 
Parmenter, Posing, Eakeet Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Ram- 
wy, Rayner, ing, Reneher, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, 
Roosevelt, San Sewell, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Siade, 
Truman Smith, Snyder, work Stanly, Steenrod, Stokely, 
lexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, 
sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Tilli Triplett, Trotti, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Buren, 
Ward, Washington, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Wise, 
Wood, and Augustus Young—140. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Ayerigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Borden, Briggs, Milton 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, John C, 
(ark, Staley N. Clarke, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, John 
Edwards, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gates, Granger, Henry, How- 
ard, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. 
Iewin, James, William Cost Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John P. 
Kennedy, King, Lane, Linn, Samson Mason, Matbiot, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Pearce, Pen- 
dieton, Powell, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rod- 
ney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Salwnstall, Stratton, 
Richard W. Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Warren, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, Thos. 
W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Winthrop, Yorke, and John Young—71. 


So the bill was passed in the following form: 


AN ACT to repeal the Bankrupt Act. 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the act entitled “An act to establish a uniform system of 
bankruptcy throughout the United States,” approved 19th 
August, 1841, be, and the same is hereby, repealed: Provided, 
‘That this act shall not affect any case or proceeding in bank- 
rupicy commenced before the passage of this act, or any pains, 
penalties, or forfeitures incurred under the said act; but every 
such proceeding may be continued to its final consummation, in 
like manner as if this act had not been passed, 

(Mr. M. A. Cooper desired to move to be ex- 
cused from voting; but the Speaker decided that 
the motion came too late, as the first two names 


on the roll had already been calied.]} 


Mr. Manx A. Cocper asked to be excused from 
voting On the bill for the following reasons: 

He is desirous to vote for the repeal of the bank- 
tpt law, as atrue representative of his constitu: 
ents’ Opinions, as well-as of his own. 

The friends of this bill have incorporated into 
ita proviso, which sanctions all the priociples of 
the bankrupt law; principles which he thinks un- 
constitutional and unjust, as well as immoral in their 
effects, and ought not to receive his support. He 
cannot, therefore, vote for the bill. Itit werea 
mere question of time, he could vote; but that is not 
the case. 

Again: being in favor of the repeal, he cannot 
vole against the bill; a part of which proposes a 
repeal of the bankrapt act; because that would be 
losanction the existence and operation of the act 
for an indefinite period. 


On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. 
Horxins of Virginia inthe chair.) 


Mr. FILLMORE moved that the committee 
take up House bill No. 645, being a bill making 
appropriations for the army, &c. 

motion was agreed to; and the Clerk read 
the bill through all its sections. It was then read 
section by section for amendment, and the House 
passed several without objection. When the item 
was under consideration which appropriates 
$90,000 for arsenals— 


Mr. DEBERRY moved to-strike out $90,000, 
and insert $110,000, with the specific direction 
wat of that snm should be appropriated 
for the completion of the arsenal at Fayetteville, 
North Carolina. He went into some statements to 


Lewis, 
Clellan, 
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show the importance of that arsenal, and the action 
which had been had in relation thereto by the 
Legislature of North Carolina; wbence insiructions 
had been received by the Senators for that State, 
and a request by its members in the House of 
Representatives, that they would give their aid in 
procaring the necessary appropriations for the 
completion of that work. It had been going on 
for several years, but the appropriation hitherto 
had been too smal! to enable the Government to 
complete it; and he now moved his ameadment 
in conformity with the wishes of his State Legis- 
lature and of his immediate constituents, amongst 
whom this arsenal was situated. 


Mr. FILLMORE said if the arsenal was in 
the course of construction, it was provided for by 
the present appropriation, for the department ask- 
ed for sums sufficient to cafry on al! works that 
were deemed essential; and if this work was not 
embraced in the detailed statement from the depart- 
ment, he supposed it was not deemed necessary. 
He hoped, therefore, that there would be no par- 
ticular designation of arsenals in this bill. The 
Committee of Ways and Means had recommended 
all the appropriations asked for by the department; 
and he trusted, in the present embarrassed state of 
the treasury, they should not go beyond the esti- 
mates. 

Mr. McKAY said if the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means would examine the de- 
tailed estimates, he would find that it was not in- 
tended to expend any portion of this money on the 
arsenal in question; the amendment of his col- 
league was, therefore, a proper one. The chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means had 
said that ii was unnecessary to specify any particu- 
lar works; but if that gentleman would look at 
previous acts of Congress, he would find that it 
had been frequently done; and there was no reason 
why it should not be done in this case, as the 
works had been begun, and no appropriation was 
proposed for their completicn. 

Mr. FILLMORE replied. 

The committee then rose and reported progress. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the bill to repeal the bankrup! act 
had been passed. 

Mr. CUSHING obtained the floor on the ques- 
tion of reconsideration, and then moved an ad- 
jourpment. 

Mr. FILLMORE requested the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to withdraw that motion, that the 
House might receive some Executive communica- 
tions which were on the Speaker’s table. 
~~ Mr. CUSHING consented to do so, with the un- 
derstanding that he retained the floor on the ques- 
tion of reconsideration when it should come up. 

The SPEAKER then presented various Execu- 
tive communications, mainly consisting of informa- 
tion called for by resolutions of the House. One 
was a report of the inspectors of the penitentiary 
in the District of Columbia. Another was a com- 
munication from the War Department, in answer 
to a resolution of the 27th ultimo, requiring a de- 
tailed statement of all the expenditures from the 
Chickasaw fund. Another was a communication 
in answer toa resolution calling for certified copies 
of all papers on file relating to the arrest and trial 
of Louallier by a court-martial, by direction of 
General Jackson, at New Orleans, in 1815. 

Mr. KING of Georgia presented a petition from 
wy citizens of Baltimore, praying for the estab 

ment of a steamboat communication between 
that pert and Chagres, South America; which was 
referred to the Select Committee heretofore appoint- 
ed on that subject. 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, the House ai- 
journed. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 18, 1843. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communicatién from the War Department, 
transmitting, in compliance with the acts of Con- 
gress of 1808 and 1809, statements of all the con- 
tracts made by the bereaus under the direction of 
. that department, in the year 1842; which, on mo- 

tion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, was laid on the 


169 


Mr. WRIGHT presented a memoria! from the 
city of New York, praying for the repeal of the 
bankrupt law; which was referred to the Judiciary 
Committee 

Mr. WOODBURY preseated a memorial sign- 
ed by J. Bagby, praying that the bankrupt law 
may be so modified as to give mechanics a lien on 
work executed by them; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a petition from 
.William Morrow, praying remuneration in conse- 
quence of violations by United States agents of a 
contract for executing certain works at the United 
States arsenal ia the District of Columbia; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims, 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from citizens 
of the southern part of Missouri, praying for the 
removal of the land office from Jackson to Fred- 
ericktown, in that State: referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, on leave, introduced a bill 
to apply certain alternate sections of the public do- 
main towards completing works of internal im- 
provement in the State of Michigan, and for other 
purposes; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands was discharged from 
the further censideration of the claim of Mr. 
Downing, for reimbursement of money paid by him 
for clerk-hire in his office as register of a land of- 
fice; and it was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Commitiee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported back, with amend- 
ments, the bill fur repaving and repairing a portion 
of Pennsylvania avenue. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom the subject had been referred, made 
a report (which was concurred in) in favor of 
printing the communication from the Solicitor of 
the Treasury in relation to the cloth cases, in 
which frauds were attempted on the revenue. 

Mr. WOODBURY stated that, as the subject of 
resolutions was now before the Senate, he feit 
obliged to make a remark as to one introduced at 
the last session by his former colleague. 

Mr. W. regretted that the resolution had not 
yet been answered. Some of the information de- 
sired in it related to the persons and matters con- 
necied with the cloth cases, on which a report had 
just been ordered to be printed. Other reports, 
containing letters and documents on this topic, and 
the conduct of those concerned in it, had been 
printed by Congress at the last session, and dis- 
tributed widely abroad as well as in this country. 

It was due to all concerned that the answer to 
the call made in the resolution of my late colleague, 
should go to the world with the other papers bear- 
ing on this question. It was supposed to be calcu- 
lated to throw much light on the whole subject. 

The answer may have been delayed or omitied 
by accident. If so, this notice would revive at- 
tention to it in the proper quarter, and would 
save the introduction of any other resolution ask- 
ing for the reasons which had prevented a reply 
hitherto. 

The PRESIDENT pro. tem. laid before the 
Senate acommunication from the State Depart- 
ment, transmiting in compliance with a resolation 
of the Senate, further information received at that 
department concerning the operations of the bank- 
rupt law; which, on motion of Mr. BATES, was or- 
dered to lie on the tabie, and be printed. 

Also, laid before the Senate a communication 
from the War Department, transmiting, in com- 
plianee with the act of Congress of 1804, a report 
of the names, dates of appointment, and pay of 
all persons employed in the Indian Depariment; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, referred back, without amendment, 
the bill from the House for the relief of the repre- 
sentatives of Baron De Kalb. 

THE RED LINES AGAIN. 

Mr. BENTON (after some prefatory remarks, to 
the effect that he had waited for some days till the 
Senator from Virginia, who had been absent, re- 
sumed his seat, for an opportunity to recall that 
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Genator’s atiention to the error in his printed speech 


on the Subject of the treaty, yet uncorrected,) said, 
yesterday he was about to do so, when the morning 
hour expired; and he postponed the subject on that 
account till now. The error of which he com- 
plained wag in these words of the Senator’s priated 
speech: 

“The Benator who produced it(the map] could see nothing 
Sut the microscopic dotted line running off in a northeasterly 
direction: but the moment other eyes were applied to it, there 
was found,in bold relief, a strong red line, indicating the limits 
of the United States according to the treaty of peace, and coin- 
ciding minutely and exactly with the boundary traced an the 
map of Mr. Sparks.” 

This error was not only printed in the Senator's 
speech, but reprinted in the speech of the Senator 
from South Carolina; and arguments were based 
upon it, asif it was a matter of fact. 
how was, to appeal to the Chair for its decision as 
to the facts cf this statement. ask you, Mr. 
President, (continued Mr. Benron,) whether the 


extract I have just read is correct or not, and | 
whether I was not the first to proclaim the “strong | 


red line,” before “other eyes” were required to 
point it out? 

The CHAIR made some remarks not distinctly 
heard, but it was unders'ood to import an impres- 
sion that it could hardly be in order to make any 


statemeni, unless required by the Senate in regular | 


debate. 


Mr. BENTON was understood to 
did not mean to 
order. 


Mr. BARROW remarked that it secmed to bim 
that the presiding officer of the Senate should not be | 
called upon to state his recollection of facts which | 
were personal to Senators, and about which there | 
It was | 


was a controversy between two Senators. 
deeply to be regreited that there was any such 


misunderstanding between Senators as to matters || 
This subject had been before the Senate | 
twice, and, as he conceived, improperly; and it || 


of fact. 


was now before 
more so. lt 


it again, which rendered it 


versy in which, upon the call of a Senator, he had 
become, on ils very thresbold, 


would perceive the propriety. 
of the presiding officer was fresh and fixed as re- 
garded facts of a public character, there would be 
no impropriety in Senators calling upon him for 


his recollection of them; but there was certainly || 
an impropriety in pursuing such a course in this | 


case,(when his memory of the transaction must 
be imperfect,) which was more of a personal than 
a public naiure. The Senator from Missouri 


had a right to call upon apy Senator to give to the | 


Senaie his recollection of the facts; but not upon 
the Chair. 


their memory was as perfect as his: he suggested, 


then, wheiher, under the circumstances of the case, || 


the Senator from Missouri should press this point. 


The CHAIR remarked that, if it was the sense | 
of the Senate, he would state his recollection of the | 
transaction. His memory was not as fulland exact || 
as he could desire; but, having been called upon |! 
most unexpeciedly, and having held no conversa. | 


tions upon the subject, within his recollectien, he 
felt some delicacy in making any statement. 


Mr. BENTON was understood to remark that || 
there could be no want of delicacy in the presiding || 
officer, before whom the transaction occurred, sta- | 


ting his recollection*of the fact. 
The CHAIR said he was taken by surprise, but 


he would put it to the sense of the Senate whether | 


he might be permitted to make astatement. The 


question was then patto the Senate, and decided | 


in the negative. 
Mr. BENTON then cailed upon the Senator 


from Louisiana [Mr. Baraow] to state to the Sen- 





His object | 


say thathe | 
press an interrogatory out of | 





was more than probable that, if | 
the discussion went on to-day, it would devolve | 
on the Chair to put an end to it; he would there- | 
fore be placed in an awkward predicament, if he || 
should be compelied to put an end to acontro- | 


a witness. He | 
merely threw out the suggesvion, of which he hoped | 
the honorable Senator from Missouri (Mr. Benton] | 
If the memory | 








He therefore suggested to him, whe- || 
ther his own good sense did not perceive there was || 
an impropriety, under the circumstances, in calling || 
upon the presiding officer to become a witness, | 
There were Senators whv had a recollection of | 
this transaction, as well as the presiding officer; | 
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ate his recollection of the transaction in contro- 
versy. 

Mr. BARROW then rose, and said that, if he 
hadany distinct recollection of the transaction, he 
would tell itto the Senate; but, since the matter 
was first introdaced, he had endeavored, for the 
last two days, to refresh his memory, with a desire 
to put the matter, so far as he could, on a proper 
footing. But his rec6ilection was so indistinct, that 
he would not undertake to state anything positive. 
He took very little interest in the discussion which 
sprung up when the map was presented by the 
Senator from Missouri. He felt very little interest 
as regarded these lines, and never perused the 
map when in the possession of the Senator 
from Missouri, (Mr. Benron;] nor afterwards, 
when it was sent to the seat of the Senator 
from Virginia, [Mr. Rives,] did he atiend there, 
for the purpose of examining il, as others did. He 
would state the impression made on his mind 
on that day; premising that he did not pretend to 
know anything with certainty in reference to the 
matter in dispute, as to these lines, at that time. 
Occupying a seat there [pointing to the seat] when 
the debate sprung up, be paid no particular atten- 
tion to what was said by any Senator, for he felt 
that it was of more importance that the discussion 
should be interrupted. Having made up his own 
mind how he should give his vote, he did not feel 
it incumbent on him to listen. His attention was 
not therefore attracted to the debate, until struck 
with the solemn manner in which the Senator from 
Virginia had introduced the map. This was his 
impression—whether on sufficient grounds, or 
not, he would not undertake to say. The map 
was introduced by the Senator from Missouri. 
What he said when he called the attention 
of the Senate to it, and the lines upon it, he 
dul pot remember. When the map was trans- 
ferred to the seat of the Senator from Virginia, 
there was a collection of about a dozen Senators 
around it. He never pretended at all to go there. 
He had no curiosity about it. But the impression 
made on bis mind was, that the map was intro- 
duced by the Senator trem Missouri, to rebut or 
destroy the effect (as he understood it) of the map 
of Mr. Sparks; but that it did not s istain the hon- 
orable Senator from Missouri in his position before 
the examination of the map took place at the seat 
of the Senator from Virginia. That seemed to be 
the impression made on the Senate; but whether it 
was well-grounded or not, he would not undertake 
to say. He repeated, that he paid no particular 
atiention to what took place when the map was 
iniroduced. The Senator from Missouri intro- 
duced the map, he had no doubt, for the purpose 
that he had stated; and he had no doubt, also, that 
he made the remarks he said he did make when he 
introduced it. He entertained no doubt on his 
part at all; but he must say that his recollection 
was not sufficiently accurate to testify to the facts 
as they occurred. 

Mr. BENTON observed that it -was an issue of 
fact; and, that there could be no mistake, be would 
read the passage of the Senator’s printed speech 
over again: 

“The Senator who produced it [the map] could see nothing 
but the microscopic dotted line running off in a northeasterly 
direction; but the moment other eyes were applied to it, there 
was found, in bold relief, a strong red line indicating the limits 
of the United States, according to the treaty of peace, and coin- 
ciding minutely and exactly. with the boundary traced on the 
map of Mr, Sparks.”’ 

Here a thing was stated as a fact, which he (mie 
B.) denied in every particular. And, in contra- 
vention of what is therein stated, he asserted that 
he did see something besides the ‘‘microscopic dot- 
ted line; that he not only saw the “strong red 
line,” but that he was the first to proclaim it, to 
show that Mr. Sparks’s discovery was no secret at 
all. He would now ask his colleague [Mr. Linn] 
for his recollection of what occurred. 

Mr. LINN stated that when the Senator from 
Virginia introduced Mr. Sparks’s map, the impres- 
sion on his mind was, that there was more impor- 
tance atiached to it than it merited. Indeed, he 
thought it of so little consequence, that he could rec- 
ollect he so expressed himself to the Senator from 
Pennsylvania next to him (Mr, Bucuaman] at the 
time; and observed to him that the map ooght not 


a 
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to have been introduced in the debate, as the ques. 
tion would not turn on that point then; for it bad 
been settled by our forefathers, that the bow 
claimed by Maine was the one intended; but jf We 
were going to make a sacrifice for the sake of 
eace, we ought to do it frankly. While he (Mr 

.) was conversing on this point with the Senato, 
from Pennsylvania, his colleague [Mr. Brwtox] 
raised his voice and cried out, “Here are 
bloody lines—ihe red lines;”” and he went on to re. 
mark that it was no secret at all, because it was in 
Mr. Jefferson’s collection of maps and boo 
and had been for years open to the j 
tion of every one in the Library of Congress, 
And what brought it more distinctly to bis rego), 
lection, was his colleague’s remark—that it came 
from the collection of one distinguished for his care 
in collecting and keeping everything that was of 
interestto his country—Mr. Jefferson. He (My, 
L.) had discharged his mind of all impressions 
about the introduction of Mr. Sparks’s map, te. 
cause he never attached any importance to the sort 
of evidence it could furnish; nor, indeed, to the 
point made upon it. And with regard to the object 
for which his colleague introduced Mr. Jefferson 
map, his impression was, that it was to prove there 
was no secret; but beyond that object, he did not 
recollect any other, unless it was to prove that there 
should be no importance whatever attached to Mr. 
Sparks’s map. His impression was, indzed, that 
his colleague had no other object in view, when he 
brought forward hismap. He wished to show that 
we had, for years, bad just such a map in our own 
archives, open to public inspection. 

Mr. ARCHER said he earnestly hoped that the 
matter would be allowed to stop here. He was 
convinced there had been nothing but a diversity 
of sentiment, reflecting in no degree on either Sen- 
ator; and he could see no reason, therefore, for so 
much sensitiveness on the part of the Senator from 
Missouri. He hoped that, in this view of the mat- 
ler, which he believed was concurred in by Sena- 
tors on all sides, the subject would be allowed to 
drop. It was rare, indeed, that all the minute 
transactions of but a few weeks gene by, were re- 
tained distinctly in the recollection of gentlemen. 
This was his own case in the present instance. He 
had not the smallest recollection of the particulars 
which had been alluded to, or he would have inter- 
posed and endeavored to terminate the controversy. 
As itevidently appeared to be a mere difference of 
impression on the part of the honorable Senaiors, 
he hoped the question would be allowed to rest, 
without any further debate. 


Mr. CALHOUN said, as allusion had been made 
to him, he deemed it proper to state what his ree- 
ollection was of the facis,.as far as he himself was 
concerned. His impression at the time was, that 
thé map from the library was produced by the Sen- 
ator from Missouri for the purpose of rebutting 
and invalidating the one in the possession of the 
gentleman trom Virginia. His impression was, 
further, that when the map was being unfolded by 
the Senator from Missouri, and his eye caught the 
dotted line, he called the attention of the Senate to 
it, as being the true boundary line, and as differing 
from the line described in Mr. Sparks’s map, inas- 
much as it ran in a more northerly direction. This 
was his impression, though he might have been in 
error. He had himself supposed that the red 
marks delineated the boundaries of counties, of 
of States; but he found afterwards that this suppo- 
sition was wrong. And the general impression 
resting upon his mind was, that the map produced 
by the Senator from Missouri did not sustain bim 
in what he (Mr. Catnoun) believed to be his ob- 
ject, viz: in rebutting the other map. . 

These were the impressions he entertained at 
the time, and they had not been changed since. He 
would take this occasion to remark, that he boped 
another debate in secret session would never be 
published. He thought the precedent was going 0 
be highly pernicious; it would probably operate as 
a restriction upon the liberty of debate. He 
written out his own speech reluctantly, and only 
with a view, as other speeches were being publish: 
ed, of putting bimself right; and in writing 
speech, he bad taken the general run of the facts, 
without entering into the minute details, whicb, i0 
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acase like that, could have but little influence up- 
op the public mind. . ? 

Mr. BENTON reiterated that, in the presence 
of forty-eight Senators, (most of whom were pres- 
sot on the oceasion,) he was the first himself to 
proclaim the red line. He not only could see 
therm, contrary to the words he had quoted; but he 
jid not, as they assert, leave it to “other eyes” to 
be applied to the map to discover them. He pro- 
claimed them aloud from his seat. This was the 
issve of fact. And on ithe appealed to the Sen- 
ators around him for their recollections. 

mr. SMITH of Connecticut observed that, ac- 
cording to his recollection, when the Senator from 
Missouri heatd of Sparks’s map, heraised the map 
in bis own hands, and exclaimed, “here are the 
ploody red lines.” The words were so remarkable, 
hat they mode a strong impression on his mind. 

Mr. BENTON asked if he had any recollection 
of allusion being made te the “‘seeret?” 

Mr. SMITH replied that his recollection was 
rather indistinct about that; but still his impression 
was, that it must have been to show there was no 
secret about it. 

Mr. ALLEN observed that this was (to say the 
east of it) a very troublesome dispute, growing out 
ofadeeply exciting discussion which had taken 
place with closed doors, and in consequence of the 
additional circumstance that the matter had not 
been noticed at the time by any reporter. His im- 
pression was, that there was no real difference be- 
tween the Senator from Virginia and the Senator 
from Missouri. The difference was barely as to 
the form of the question now made—the one 
adhering to the object for which the map was 
introduced, amd the other to the fact of the 
announcement of the broad red line which 
was visible toevery one. Believing, then, that 
there was nothing substantial involved in the con- 
troversy, he must be permitted to express his regret 
that the matter should be deemed sufficiently im- 
portant to occupy the attention of the Senate. 

He bad hitherto remained quiet, and volunteered 
no opinion nor expression of his impressions upon 
the subject; but, being now particularly called 
upon, he could state very readily what those im- 
pressions were; and he did so with a perfect con- 
vielion that the statement could not reflect in the 
least degree on any member of that body, in one 
way orthe other. His atiention was attracted to 
the fact of the introduction of the map by the Sen- 
ator from Virginia, by the solemnity with which it 
was introduced; the Senator evidently regarding it 
as a matter of peculiar importance, and calling the 
ailention of the Senate very pointedly to the map. 

While this part of the discussion was going on, 
the Senator from Missouri (according to his recol- 
lection of the case) obtained an old atlas, and 
spreading open a map, exclaimed, “here is the red 
ine” As to the motive with which the Senator 
from Missouri introduced the atlas, his recollection 
Was not very distinct; but the circumstance of the 
ted line having been pointed out by him he (Mr. 
A.) particularly remembered, in consequence of 
the manner in which the Senator had called atten- 
lion to it, being devoid of that deference or courte- 
‘ywhich he (Mr. A.) conceived was due to the 
gentleman who had possession of the floor. As to 
ihe fact of the announcement of the red line, he 
recollected distinctly that the Senator from Missou- 
nmade use of the word “bloody.” He might not 
pethaps have recollected the circumstance, but for 
he phrase made use of by the Senator; which, of 
itself, was calculated to make an impression upon 

memory. He repeated, that he did not con- 
ceive that this statement could affect either Senator, 
one Way or the other; for he did not conceive that 
there was any essential difference between the Sen- 
alofs—the one contending as to the object for 
Which the map was produced, and the failure of 
that object; and the other as to the announcement 
of the broad red line. 

Mr. RIVES begged leave to say that he did not 
think it at all necessary to enter into the diseus- 
sa of the matter with any spirit of controversy, 

The CHAIR here interrupted the Senator from 

uginia, with a request that be might he permitted 
‘© explain the preceding remarks he had made. 
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The Chair then stated that his recollection was re- 
freshed by the remarks which had fallen from the 
Senator from Ohio, [Mr. ALLEN.] They reminded 
him that he had held a conversation with him, and 
in which conversation that Senator accorded with 
his recollection, that there was no substantial differ- 


ence between the two Senators. The Chair super- | 


added the remark, that if it was the sense of the 
Senate, he would add that no issue was made 
up on the fact of the Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
Benton] having announced the red lines. That, 
on a previous occasion, the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. Rives) had remarked that he could not have 
fallen into the absurdity of imputing the design 
to the Senator fron Missouri, of an intended sup- 
pression of the red line, with the view to impose 
upon the Senate or the country. That the recol- 


lection of the Chair was, that the red line was | 
announced; but the ground of his supposition, that || 
difference between | 
the Senators, was, that the remarks of the Senator || 
from Virginia, complained of, were not literal and || 
They had been so re- | 
And if the Chair might use || 


there was no. substantial 


exact, but only figurative. 
garded by the Chair. 
the expression, he had understood the expression of 
the Senator from Virginia to mean, that the mind’s 
eye of the Senator from Missouri was so engrossed 
with the microscopic dotted line, that he gave none, 
or scarcely any, consideration to the plain or palpa- 
ble red line; and that his opinion on this point was 
much fortified by the statement made by the Sen- 


ator from Virginia on a previous occasion, that he | 


could not, or did not, design the absnrdity of at- 
tempting to produce the impression, either upon 
the Senate or the public mind, that the Senator 
from Missouri attempted to exhibit the dotted line, 








and at the same time tosuppress or conceal the ex- 1} 


stence of the red line, which was bold and strong- 
y marked on the same map. 


Mr. RIVES said he desired to say a word or 


two, for the purpose of placing the matter in its || 


true attitude before the public, though he doubted 


whether the public were disposed to take any in- | 


terest in the matier at ajl. He concurred entirely 
in the very candid and sober view of the matter 
which had been presented by the Chair, and by 
the Senator from Ohio, with regard to the red line 
aod the dotted line. The whole difference be- 


° . > ° | 
tween the Senator from Missouri and himself, re- | 


duced itself toa mere matter of opinion, as had 
been very justly remarked. He woyld state, most 


distinctly, that his own impression in regard to the | 


expressions used by the Senator from Missouri, 
was, that the Senator had not referred to the red 


lines atall; though it was possible that the words | 


might have been spoken, without having reached 


his ears, as there was some confusion ai the time, || 


and as he (Mr. Rives) was then speaking. At all 
event, the circumstance, if it so occurred, had 
made no impression upon bis mind; and he had 
consequently no recollection of it. What he desired 
tosay was (what had been so happily expressed by the 
Chair,) that it was the mind’s eye by which the red 


line was disregarded; the red line might have been | 


seen, but, if seen, not recognised as the true 
boundary; but the microscopic dotted line was in- 
sisted on by the Senator as being the true bound. 
ary. And he was confirmedin this opinion, by 
referring to the printed speech of the Senator from 
Missouri; in which he insisted,in three distinct 
places, upon the dotted line as being the true bound- 

; and, according te the recollection of the Sena- 

i South Carolina, the Senator from 
uri made the remark, that any little school 
miss might have drawn the red line. 

The Senator from Missouri seemed disposed to 
leave entirely in the dark the object for which he 
had introduced the map, and confined himself to 
the expression (which, undoubtedly, was intended to 
be understood as a figurative expression) that 
the broad red line could not be seen until other 
eyes Were applied to it. He had never intended 
to deny that the Senator announced the red line; 
but whathe asserted was, that the Senator had in- 
sisted upon the microscopic dotted line as being 
the true boundary. The whole question, then, was, 
in truth, a difference of impression or of recollec- 
tion as to the object for which the map had been 
introduced. He (Mr. R.) had honestly stated his 
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own impression as to what that object was, and 
that he considered the Senator as baving failed to 
accomplish that object and in that opinion he be- 
lieved he was sustained by a very large majority 
of the Senate. With regard to the other point, it 
was a matter of form merely. 

Mr. BENTON said he was entirely satisfied 
with the explanation of the Senator from Virginia. 
He would now drop everything that had passed, 
and would merely read to the Senate the last letter 
which was ever written by Dr. Franklin; it was 
written in the year 1790, and addressed to Mr. 
Jefferson, who was at that time Secretary of State. 


Copy of the last letter written by Dr. Franklin, 


“Puitapevpura, April 8, 1790. 

“Sir: I received your letter of the 3ist of last past, relatin 
to encroachments made on the eastern limits of the Unitec 
States, by settlers under the British Government, pretending 
that it is the western, and not the eastern river of the bay of 
Passamaquoddy, which was designated by the name of St. 
Croix, in the treaty of peace with that pation, and requesting of 
me to communicate any facts which my memory or papers 
may enable me to recollect, and which may indicate the true 
river which the commissioners on both sides had in their view 
to establish as the boundary between the two nations. 

“Your letter found me under a severe fit of my malady, which 
prevented my answering it sooner, or attending, indeed, to any 
kind of business, I now can assure you that lam perfectly 
clear in the remembrance that the map we used in tracivg the 
boundary was brought to the treaty by the commissioners from 
England; and that it was the same that was published by 
Mitchell above twenty years before. Having a copy of that 
map by me in loose sheets, 1 send you that sheet which con- 
tains the bay of Passamaquoddy, where you will see that part of 
the boundary traced. I remember, too, that in that part of the 
boundary we relied much on the opinion of Mr. Adams, who 
had been concerned in some former disputes concerning those 
territories, I think, therefore, that you may obtain still farther 
light from him. 


“That the map we used was Mitchell’s map, Congress were 
acquainted at the time, by letter to their Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs, which, I suppose, may be found upon their files. 

“I have the honor to be, with the greatest esteem and re- 
spect, sir, your most obedient and most humble servant, 


“B. FRANKLIN 
“To Tuomas JEFFERSON, 
“Secretary of State of the United States.”’ 

Mr. B. said that this put an end to Mr. 
Sparks’s map. This letter shows that Mitchell's 
map, and not D’Anville’s map, was that Dr. Frank- 
lin used for showing our ttle; and here is that 
map, showing eur boundary along the mountain 
ridge by Quebec and the St. Lawrence, and going 
to the northwest corner of Nova Scotia, within a 
quarter of an inch of the river on this map—within 
ten or fifteen miles of it, in fact. This shows that 
Mr. Sparks’s discovery in Paris is not the measure 
of our title to the Northeastern boundary. 

Here the subject dropped. 


THE OREGON TERRITORY. 

The CHAIR announced the order of the day to be 
the unfinished debate on the passage of the bill for 
the settlement and occupation of the Territory of 
Oregon. 

Mr. CHOATE, being entitled tothe floor, address- 
ed the Senate for nearlytwo hours. The two main 
topics upon which he dwelt, were: first, the ques- 
tion of the proposed grant of lands to settlers, as 
an infraction of the convention between this coun- 
try and Great Britain, established for ten years in 
1818, and renewed in 1827, to continue from year 
to year until discontinued by a year’s notice from 
either party; and next, the question of the settle- 
ment of other difficulties with England by the late 
treaty? without also settling that in relation to the 
Oregon Territory. , 

In the course of bis remarks, he stated that his 
only objection to the bill was in relation to the 
provision making a grant of lands. If it was re- 
committed, and that provision was stricken out, 
the rest of the bill should have his hearty coneur- 
rence. Even if the biil remained in its present 
shape, and it could be satisfactorily proved to him 
that this provision, which proposes a grant of 
land to settlers, is not an infraction of the treaty, 
he would give it his support. He would go 
further; he would say, that if the year’s notice 
were given of our intention to relinquish the treaty 
with Great Britain, he weuld, after the cessation of 
our obligations under it, most cheerfully support 





_a bill of this kind. But he conceived the whole 


question, at present, was, whether this bill, in its 
present form, would not be a viclation of our 
obligations under the treaty; and that it would, he 
bad not now the slightest doubt. ‘ 

Here Mr. C. went into am examination of the 
terms of the treaty, witha view of showing that 
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the only occupation or settlement which could 
take piace in good fajth, was a joint occupation 
and settlement for purposes of trade, hunting, and 
trapping; and that Great Britain never had in any 
single instance otherwise interpreted the treaty, or 
acted upon it. Her encouragement of the Hudson 
Bay Company was for purposes of trade and hunt- 
ing, strictly in conformity with the treaty. If the 
company had built forts and made seitilements, 
it was in furtherance of the objecis of ade, and 
carrying on the trapping and hunting in which it 
was engaged. It was perfectly open to us, under 
the treaty, to do the same. He denied that Eng- 
land had extended over the country an exclusive 
jurisdiction. She only applied her own laws to her 
own subjects: We might do the same. If it 
could be shown that she ever granted away a sin- 
gle acre of the territory, or exercised at exclusive 
right of that kind, he would then say that we 
might do we same. But no such thing could be 
shown, for ithad not been done. 


As to the allegations that Eng!and, in a commu- 
nication with the ministers of our Government, bad 
said that British interests had grown up in the 
territory, which shoald and would be protected, he 
contended, that taking the whole context, and giv- 
ing what followed in the sentence, so far from this 
being an a&sertion of exclusive right, or a threat of 
posse*sion against the Uniied States, the most di- 
reet reservation was made of the rights of the 
United States to joiat occupation and interest in the 
territory under the treaty, by which both countries 
were bound. He read the passrze in full, witha 
view of showing the correctness of his view of the 
avowal made by England. 


Ia commenting upon the speech of the Senator 
from Missouri, [Mr. Benron,] who had preceded 
him in the discussion when the subject was last up, 
he took occasion to remove an erroneous impres- 
sion, which he conceived was calculated to do great 
injustice to a distinguished man, [Mr. Webster,] 
who could not there defend himseif. He alluded 
to the fears expressed by the Senator from Mis- 
souri, that the President’s message declining to fur- 
nish the correspondence, or informa! communica- 
tions, relative to the pending negotiation about 
the OregonTerritory, implied grounds for conelu- 
ding that propositions had been made by our See- 
retary of State, which the Adminisiration was 
ashamed or afraid to avow; that, in fact, the rumor 
must be correct which had got abroad, tbat a prop- 
osition had been made or entertained, by the Secre- 
lary of State, to setile down upon the Columbia 
river as the boundary line. Now, he was glad to 
have it in his power to undeceive the Senator, and 
to assure him, which he did from authority—for he 
had been requested by the Secretary himself to do 
it for him—ihat he never either made or enter- 
tained & proposition to admit of any line south of 
the 49th parallel of latitude, as a negotiable bound. 
ary ijne for the territory of the United Siates. 


After Mr. C. had considerably more at large, and 
in his own words, (the purport of which is only at- 
tempted in this skeich,) fully explained this matter, 
he next turned to so much of the remarks ef the 
Senator from Missouri, as condemned the late 
treaty with Great Britain in relation to the North- 
eastern boundary line. He entered intoa long, 
minute, and topographical inquiry and explana- 
tion, witb a view of showing that the course pur- 
sued by the Secretary of State was the most ad- 
vantageous ever allempted for this country in any 
previous negotiation with Great Britain. Having 
argued this point elaborately, be turned to the line 
agreed upon through the great Wesiern lakes, with 
a view of proving that we had ia reality—and rot 
merely seemingly, as the Senator from Missouri sup- 
posed—gained four millions of acres of land. He 
quoted a pamphlet, (said to be written by Lord Pal- 
merston,) to show that the most intelligent English 
statesmen cousidered that we had immeasurably 


the best of the bergain in the late treaty, and par- 


ticularly as to the acquisition of this four millions 
of acres in the West. He traced the line from 
Pigeon river to the Lake of the Woods, as agreed 
upon, with a view of showing that it was the iden- 
tical line stipulated by the weaty of 1783, as no 
other water-course was known till 1803 but the 


suuthwrn water course adopted as the true line in | 
the late treaty. 

Ia conclusion, Mr. C. boped the bill would be 
recommiited, and (the provision granting lands 
being suicken owt) that the measure would be 
adopted. 

Mr. BENTON replied to so much of the Sena- 
tor’s remarks as touched upen his speech; and in- 
sisted that the same line «© which the Senator’s 
concluding remarks alluded, was thirty or forty 
miles north of that which the Senator supposed. 

Mr. B.’s remarks (which were mosily statisti- 
cal) will be given in full ina day or two. 

Mr. MOREHEAD next obtained the floor; and, 
on his motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weonespay, January 18, 1843. 


Mr. READ presented two remonstrances, signed 
by citizens of Pennsylvania, against the repeal! of 
the bankrupt law: referred tu the Committee of the 
Whole. 


Mr. RIGGS presented the petition. of citizens 
of Whitewater, in the Territory of Wisconsin, 
praying the construction of a harbor at Milwaukie, 
in said Territory, for the protection of the com- 
merce of the upper lakes. 


Mr. GWIN offered the following resolution; and 
it Was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting,a joint res- 
olution, authorizing the appointment of a special agent to in- 
quire into the alleged frauds uoder the pre-emption jaws; the 
appointmentof such agent having been recommended by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office in his annual report. 

Also, that said committee be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of reporting a bill to amend the existing and former 
pre-emption laws, so as to permit the heirs or representatives 
of those who settled on the public lands with the intention of 
availing themselves of the privileges of the pre-emption laws, 
but who died before the forms required by said laws had been 
complied with, toenter the same, if satisfactory evidence is 
produced that the settler or settlers, if living, would be entitled 
to said land. 


Mr. GWIWN also cffered the following resolu- 
lion, and it was adopted: 


Resolved, That ihe Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
communicate to this House all the information in possession of 
the Navy Department in regard to the naval depot of the Uni- 
ted States at Port Mahon, and especially whether any vessels of 
the United States Mediterranean squadron have been kept for 
any length ef time in said port inactive; and, if so, how long; 
and whether any of the officers have heretofore established 
themselves, during such period, on shore at that place, and for 
what length of time, for the purpose of keeping house, and the 
names of such vessels and of said officers; and further to state 
whether any, and what, reforms have been contemplated, or 
ure considered to be necessary, in regard to the condition and 
conduct of the Mediterranean squadron m these particulars. 


Mr. GWIN also offered the following reso- 
lution; and it was adopted, after an amendment had 
been agreed to, on the motion of Mr, KING: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
communicate to this House the amount of the daily expenses, 
exclusive of the pay of the officers and crew, of the Missouri 
and Mississippi sieam-frigates, respectively, while in service; 
and to specify the amount of fuel consumed by each daily, in- 
cluding the amount of wastage, where the said fuel has been pur- 
chased, from whom, by whom, and at what price. 


Mr. GWIN asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, Vhatthe President be requested to communicate 
to this House, (if in his opinion it is not incompatible with the 
pubic service,) whatever information may be in bis possession 
in relation to the recent capture of Monterey, in California, by 
Commodore T. Ap Catesby Jones; and to state whether the 
said Jones had any instructions trom the Government which 
were intended should be construed into authority for such pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr. LINN objected, and the resolution was 
received. 

Mr. BRIGGS offered the following, and it was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the Commitee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of giving a pension 
to John Cary, a free colored man, a native of the county of 
Westmoreland, and State of Virginia, now resident of this Dis- 
trict, who says he was a body seryant of General Washington 
at the time of Braddock’s defeat, in 1755, and was present at 
that battle; and also, that he was a servant of General Wash- 


ington at the surrender of Cornwallis, in 1781; and who is be- 
lieved to be 112 years old. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST rose to a privileged ques. 
tion, and then explained that an error had occurred 
in recording his vote on a motion made yesterday 
to fix 10 o'clock, A. M, as the boar of meeting on 
Friday and Saturday next, whieh are days appro- 
priated by the rales to private business. Having 


caused a correction of the journal, he moved a re. 
consideration of the vote of yester day. 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved to lay that resoj,, 
tion on the table, observing that gentlemen Who 
voied to meet early did not come to the House 
the time fixed. * 

Mr. COWEN called for the yeas and nays but 
they were not ordered; and the motion was laid o, 
the table. 

Mr. REYNOLDS rose to a privileged question; 
and was understood to move the reconsideration of 
some vote, which was not distinctly heard, 

Mr. EVERETT desired to move a suspension 
of the rules, to enable the House to proceed wit 
and dispose of, the question of reconsideration of 
the vote of yesterday on the passage of the bank, 
rapt law; which was moved by the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. Prorrit.] He thought that shouiq 
be disposed of befpre the House proceeded to any 
other business. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the House resolve jj. 
self into a Committee of the Whole, for the purpose 
(as he said) of taking up the bill for the satisfaction 
of claims for French spoliations prior to 1800. 

Mr. EVERETT, on an explanation being given 
tbat the question of reconsideration which he wish. 
edto dispose of, would come up of course afier 
the morning hour, withdrew bis motion to suspend 
the rules. 

Mr. ADAMS then pressed his motion, and call. 
ed for the yeas and nays upon it; which were or. 
dered, and resulted as follows—yeas 107, nays 78, 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole, (Mr. Hopxins of Virginia in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill 
making appropriations for the support of the 
army. 

Mr. PROFFITT moved to take up the bill 
making appropriations for the continuation of the 
Cumberland road. 


The CHAIR said that the motion was not in or- 
der—the army appropriation bill having the priority 
—and must be postponed, in order to take up other 
business. 

Mr. ADAMS then moved to postpone the bill, 
for the purpose of taking up the bill providing in- 
demnity for French spoliations prior to 1800. 

Mr. PICKENS called for tellers, which were 
ordered; and, on taking the question, they [ Messrs. 
Saunpers and Reap] reported ayes 78, noes 80, 

So the motion ot Mr. Apams was rejected. 

{ When the committee rose yesterday, the ques- 
tion pending was on the following amendment sub- 
mitted by Mr. Desenry: 

“For arsenals, one hundred and ten thousand dollars; twenty 
thousand dollars of which to be applied towards completing the 
arsenal now under train of construction at Fayetteville, North 
Carolina.’’] 

The question being put on the amendment of 
Mr. Deperay, it was decided in the negative with- 
out a division. me 

Mr. DEBERRY then called for tellers, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS then renewed his motion to post 
pone the bill, for the purpose of taking up the 
French spoliation bill. 

Mr. READ inquired if the motion was in order, 
a similar one having just been rejected. 

The CHAIR said that it was, there having been 
intervening business since the same motion was 
made and rejected, viz: the call for and ordering 
of tellers on the amendment of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Deszrry.] 

Mr. READ called for tellers on the motion; 
which were ordered. a? 

Mr. FILLMORE expressed the opinion: that 
motions of this kind should not be made oftenet 
than once a day; for, by moving them in iis way; 
just after they had been rejected, as was done vY 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, a great 
unnecessary waste of time was occasioned. 

Mr. PICKENS observed that, if proceedings like 
this were to be tolerated, there would be no €* 
ting on with the business of the House; they # 
never beable to tell what they were about to do. 

The CHAIR his decision, that the me 
tion was in order; and the question was taken DY 
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ibe tellers, (Messrs.;Wewver and Stratron,) who 


ayes 68, noes 78. 
te Mr. Apams’s motion was again rejected. 
The question recurring on Mr, Deserrr’s amend- 


— McKAY suggested to his colleague to mod- 

ify it, 80 aS Bot to increase the appropriation, but 
make it obligatory on the Secretary of War to 

apply $10,000 of the balance of the appropriation 

of last year, now on band, to the arsenal at Fayette- 
ile. Mr 





. McK. said that there was an appro- - 


prition of $120,000 made last year, with the un- 

ing that $10,000 of it should be applied to 
the North Carolina arsenal; and of this appropria- 
tion, he had Ascertained that over $94,000 now re- 
mained unexpended in the treasury. Aili that was 
wanted, therefore, was to direct the application of 
a of this sum to the object his colleague had 
in view. If his colleague would modify his amend- 
ment in the manner he had suggested, he presumed 
that no gentleman would object to it, as there 
would in that case be no increase of the appro- 


jation. 
Pr, DEBERRY had no particular objection to 
the course of his colleague, but his constituents 
were anxious for the appropriation which he had 
goposed. They strongly suspected that there was 
‘po intention on the part of the department to make 
this anything more than amere arsenalof deposite. 
li was for this reason that the Legislature of North 
Carolina interfered and passed resolutions. He 
uged the propriety and necessity for completing 
this arsenal, since it was the only arsenal south 
of the Potomac. He did not believe in the sincerity 
of those officers of the department, who held out 
that they intended to complete the work. His con- 
stituents were tired of being tantalized and humbug- 
ged, and it was now several years since any pro- 
ss had been made. He expressed his willing- 
ness to modify his amendment according to the sug- 
gestion of his colleague, [Mr. McKay, ] so as to au- 
thorize the Secretary of War to appropriate $10,000 
of the money now on hand to the completion of the 
arsenal at Fayetteville. 

Mr. McKAY read a letter from the officer under 
whose charge the work was; from which it ap- 

ed that a large quantity of materials was now 
on hand for the construction of the work, and the 
Government would suffer injury by allowing the 
works to remain much longer in their present situa- 
tion. 

Mr. GILMER opposed the amendment. He 
thought the principle wrong. He saw no reason 
why Congress should make any exception in favor 
of the arsenal in North Carolina, when the process 
of restricting all the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment was going op. 


Mr. GRAHAM replied, and sustained the 
amendment. He contended that the Legislature 
should interfere in this matter. The case was pe- 
culiar. In addition to the fact that the materials 
were on hand, he urged the fact that no other 
arsenal existed south of the Potomac. 

Mr. FILLMORE said, if an unexpended balance 
Temained ever from Jast year, it was unnecessary 
o give the direction in relation to the North Caro- 
lina arsenal. Let the department make the ex- 
denditure. He urged, moreover, that the pro- 
posed division of a part of the appropriation for 
arsenals to the North Carolina arsenal would en- 
mee the public propeity elsewhere. 

t. CALHOUN expressed a desire to have the 
Fayetteville arsenal couepleted; and pressed upon 
lhe committee the consideration, that, whilst there 
Were many arsenals throughout the Northern and 
Eastern States, there was none in the South and 

ulhwest. He advocated a reorganization and 
overhauling of the whole system of arsenals, con- 
tending that there were too many in some sections, 
and not enough in others. 

_Mr. GILMER inquired whether this appropria 
lon was to complete arsenals already begun, or to 
erect new arsenals. or for the custody of arms. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that there were but two 
arsenals begun which were not finished. The ap- 
Propriation was mainly intended for repairs; for 

lems of which expenditure he referred to doc- 
wment No. 45. 2 


Mr. GILMER concurred with the gentleman 
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were too many arsenals at present. He should 
move to reduce the appropriation from $90,000 to 
$50,000, so as to expend money only on those ab- 
solutely necessary. 

The CHAIR decided the motion would not be 
in order atthistime. ~ 

Mr. GILMER said he bad so supposed, but now 
gave notice of his intention to make it at the proper 
time. 

Mr. SAUNDERS replied to various gentlemen 
who had opposed the appropriation. He thought 
it due at least to the wishes of the State Legisla- 
ture of North Carolina to make this small appro- 
priation of $10,000. 

Mr. MERIWETHER complained that he was 
inthe dark as to the propriety of this appropria- 
tion. He did not understand the reason for many 
of the proposed items of appropriation, and wished 
for information before he could consent to vote 
away the public money. 

Mr. GRAHAM explained, for the information 
of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Meni- 
WETHER | 

The question was then put on the amendment; 
and, as 16 only rose in its favor, 

Mr. DEBERRY withdrew it. 


Mr. SMITH of Virginia moved to strike ont 
the whole appropriation, and insert an appropria- 
tion cf $25,000 for the completion of arsenals at 
Little Rock, Ark., and Fayetteville, N. C. He 
said that the arsenals, it must be admitted, were in 
decent and reputable condition, especially as 
$90,000 of the money previously appropriated 
for their repair was yet unexpended. But, be- 
yond this, it was stated by gentlemen on that floor 
that many of the arsenals were unnecessary; and, 
as the treasury of the country was, and was likely 
to continue, in an embarrassed condition, he had 
proposed to strike out the whole appropriation, 
and substitute a sum which would be sufficient for 
two arsenals, at points where it was obvious they 
were requisite. 

Mr. GILMER called the attention of his col- 
league to the detailed estimates, which weuld show 
him that $10,000 only was required for each of the 
arsenals for which he proposed to make appropria- 
tion. 

Mr .SMITH acted on the suggestion, and sub- 
stituted $20,000 for $25,000. 


Mr. FILLMORE expressed his surprise at the 
proposition of the gentleman from Virginia. He 
said an appropriation was necessary to repair the 
arsenals, both for their preservation and the preser- 
vation of the arms which they contained; and fur- 
ther, he deprecated the basing of legislation on un-~ 
authorized statements. Instead of $90,000 unex- 
pended, as stated by the gentleman from Virginia, 
there was only some $70,000; and it must be borne 
in mind, that that sum was appropriated to defray 
such expenses as should be required in the inter- 
val, up tothe Ist of July, and it was for the period 
subsequent to that day that the appropriation un- 
der consideration was to be made, 


Mr. SMITH said there was no proposition more 
clear than that the buildings were in good condi- 
tion and repair; and, according to the gentleman’s 
own admission, there was some $70,000 unexpend- 
ed, and therefore he could not be justly charged 
with a desire to leave the public property to go to 
ruin. He then justified his motion on other grounds. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. CaLnoun] 
had shown that some of the arsenals were unneces- 
sary, and therefore it was their obvious duty to 
put them out of existence; but, in justification of 
his amendment, especially in relation to the arsen- 
al at Little Rock, he reminded the committee of the 
proximity of 40,000 Indian warriors to that coun- 
try, who could sweep its occupants from that por- 
tion of this Union. 

Mr. CROSS opposed the amendment in some 
remarks, which were not distinctly heard. 

The amendment was then negatived. 

Mr. GILMER moved to strike out $90,000 and 
insert $50,000. 

The motion was negatived. 

Several items were then read and passed with- 
out amendment, 


from Massachusetts, (Mr. CaLnoun,] that there 





| 


| 











178 

upeidutas Attias dasauaaDacadlieaeeae aie eee eeeaamneentememenme en 

When the Clerk read the item making an. ap- 
propriation for further miliary surveys, 

Mr. GILMER said be thought that was a 
branch of the public service which could be sus- 
pended, and be moved to strike out that appropria- 
tien. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia asked the chairman 
of the Committee of Way: and Means. how that 
money was expended. He thought there were 
men amongst the officers of this country that 
were competent to make these surveys. 

Mr.FILLMORE understood that there was a con- 
siderable additional expense beyond that of mere 
officers, such as clerk-hire, transportation, &c. 

Mr. SMITH observed that they had very large 
annual expenditures for transportation, anda num- 
ber of officers of high pay. It seemed to him that 
the military service should be exclusively employed 
in these surveys. It was by employing other per~ 
sons than the regular officers of the Government, 
that the expenditures of the Government were 
swelled up to such an extent. 

Mr. FILLMORE spoke of the great importance 
of the surveys, and said that they were made so as 
io be ready whenever it might be necessary to 
erect fortifications. 

Mr. SMITH obverved that there were two or 
three different classes of fortifications, covering 
the whole frontier; and he could not imagine the 
necessity for an appropriation as small as this. He 
thought that these surveys were more for the pur- 
pose of giving good jobs to the officers above their 
regular pay, than for any real benefit to the coun- 
try. Oar officers were so well paid, that it was not 
necessary {0 give them such jobs toeke out their 
means of living. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Fitumore’s 
motion, and it was rejected. f 

Mr. CALHOUN @esired to ask the chairman of 
the committee what was meant by the clause “for 
expenses for preparing drawings for artillery.” The 
reason he asked was, there was generally a proviso 
in the appropriation bills, that there should be no 
extra compensation paid to any officers, or other 
persons in the employment of the department. Yet, 
notwithstandiag this proviso, the committee of 
which the gentleman trom Virginia [Mr. Gitmer] 
was atthe head, had ferreted out the fact that 
many of the ordnance officers received an extra 
compensation of $2 per day, in addition to their 
regular pay, for preparing drawings of artillery. 
Now, it appeared to him that this kind of work 
was part«f the regular daty of these officers, for, 
which they reeeived regular pay. 

Mr. FILLMORE expiained that there had been 
a board of officers appointed for the purpose of 
making every part of the artillery uniform,and that 
a draughtsman was employed to assist them. The 
commitiee, considering the extra pay cf this board 
an abuse, struck it out of the appropriation of last 
year, and this year there was no estimate for it. 
The pay of the draughtsman, however, was estimated 
for; and this, with the incidental expenses of sta- 
tionery, &c., made up this item. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that as there had been a 
provision inserted in the former appropriation bills, 
t} at no person in regular pay should receive any 
extra competsation, the law had been trampled on 
by the department in making such allowances; and 
he would suggest to the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. ARNoLp,] to call up his bill as soon as possi- 
ble, to correct this and all similar abuses, 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia asked if this $1,200 
was for the purchase of paper alone. 

Mr. FILLMORE answered, for drawing paper, 
ink, &e. . 

Mr. SMITH then observed, that this “and so 
forth” might include everything. 

Mr. GILMER wished to call the attention of the 
committee to the fact, that in this bill there were 
$65,000 appropriated, by three clauses in juxtapo- 
sition, and all for the same general and specific 
purposes. First, there was a clause appropriating 





$15,000 for the surveys for the military defences of 


the coun'ry, inland and Ailantie; secondly, for mili- 
lary avd geographical surveys west of the Missis- 
sippi,§15,000 lor the half calendar year, and §15,000 
for the fiscal year—mating $20,000; and, thirdly, 
for the continuation of the surveys on the Northern 
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lakes, $30,000. Ble did not wish to stop all those 
surveys, but it seemed to him that the two first 
were for the same ebjects. It seemed to him that 
there was a loo*eness, not only about the mode of 
appropriating the public money, but about its ex- 
penditare; aud he pledged himself to the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts (Mr. Catsovun] to cc- 
operate with him in checking such a course of 
things. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN moved to strike out 
the appropriation for the continuation of the sur- 
veys of the North and Northwestern lakes; for, ac- 
cording 1o the opinions held by many gentlemen 
there, they could not be carried on correctly 
without the superintendence of Mr. Hassler. 
We have (said Mr. B.) immediately following 
this appropriation, very jarge appropriations for 
the Military Academy, where for years they had 
been educating young men for the scientific pur- 
poses of the Government. They bad an engineer 
corps, also, whose officers received very high sala- 
ries; and everybody must be satisfied that there 


were enough of them to make all the surveys, both | 
inland and Atlantic, and carry on all the scientific | 


works of the Government, without employing 
other persons. He was for employing these offi- 
cers in these works; and if they were not compe- 
tent, to get others in their places. 
cost somewhere about half a million yearly, and 
nobody knew where they were going on. 
time that this business was systematized, so that 


they might know what they were doing, and how | 


much they were expending on it. 


Mr. FILLMORE spoke of the importance of 
these surveys, and explained the difference between 
them. The object was to make them for the par- 
pore of ascertaining the points at which fortifica- 
tions would be necessary on the Gulf, on the lakes, 
and on the Atlantic frontier, Mr. F. handed up to 
the Chair a letter from the War Department, 
showing the importance and utility of these sur- 
veys; which was read. 


Mr. C. BROWN wished to know if these sur- || 
veys were made by the regular officers of the Gov- || 
He did not wishto || 


ernment, or by other persons. 
stop these surveys, and was willing to incur all the 
incidental expenses connecied with them; but be 
objected to the expense o{ employing other persons, 
when the Government had officers enough under 
regular pay. 

Mr. FILLMORE believed that the work was 
carried on by the regular officers of the Govern- 
ment. 


Mr. C. BROWN said that, if the gentleman 
meant that these surveys were forthe purpose of 
ascertaining points for fortifications, he looked 
upon them as a useless expense; for, considering the 
changes taking place in the system of fortifications, 
together with the increase in the population of dif- 
ferent parts of the country surveyed, it would be 
impossibie now to say where it wou!d be best to 
have fortifications, or of what description they should 
be, some years hence. 
better be employed in walking about the streets, 
than making surveys with such objects in view. 


Mr. MERIWETHER moved to strike out 
$30,000, and insert $20 000 for the surveys of the 
North and Northwestern lakes. He said that 
$20,000 was sufficient, inasmuch as the department 
had only estimated for that sum, though the commit- 
tee had given $30,000. 

Mr. M. read a letter from Captain Williams, of 
the engineer corps, for the purpose of showing that 
an appropriation of $20,000 would be amply suffi- 
cient. 

Mr. FILLMORE argued that the increased ap- 
propriation proposed would be greatly beneficial, 
in completing the survey at an earlier day than it 
could be done under present arrangements. 

Mr. MERIWETHER centended that the 
present waz not the time to increase such appropri- 
ations—a time when the Secretary of the Treasa- 
ry told us the tariff would have to be altered so as 
to add $3,000,000 to the revenue of the Govern- 
ment. He hoped that the sum of $20,000, asked 
for by the officer in charge of the work, who was 
on the spot and knew everything about it, would 
be granted, instead of $30,000 as asked for by 


These surveys | 


It was | 


He thought the officers had || 
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Cel. Abert, who lived in Washington, and never 
saw the work in question. 

Some conversation here took place between 
Messrs. CAVE JOHNSON and FILLMORE as to 
whether this item was not proposed and rejected 
last session; the result of which was, that such was 
not the fact. 


Mr. SMITH of Virginia said that, if he under- 
stood the question rightly, the amendment involved 
the question whether there should be an increase of 
the present annual appropriation, for the purpose 
of completing the survey at an earlier day than was 
now contemplated. He argued that, in our pres- 
ent condition, it was better to leave expenditures as 
they were, than to incur any increase. 

The question was put, and the amendment re- 
jected, 

Mr. REYNOLDS then rose, and moved to 
amend the bill, by adding after the 122d line, 
an item providing for an appropriation of $20,000 
for a military survey from Council Bluffs, on the 
Mississippi, to the mouth of the Columbia river, 
in Oregon Territory. He stated that he desired to 
have this item inserted in lieu of the item of 
$20,000 “for surveys west of the Mississippi. 
The Chair, however, informed him that it would 
not be order to move to amend that item, as it hed 
been passed upon by the committee; and it was 
for this reason that he offered the amendment to 
come in at the end of the section. He then ad- 
dressed the House in a strain of forcible reasoning 
in favor of his amendment. It was not, as gentle- 
men might think, an extraordinary proposition. It 
was important as bearing upon the proposed settle- 
meni of Oregon Territory; and he hoped that gen- 
tlemen would not be so squeamish as to refuse 
to allow our citizens to take possession of that 
territory, merely because England pretended to 
have a right to it. If England had any claim 
whatever to the sojlof Oregon, it was confined to 
that portion above, the mouth of the Columbia, 
where the survey he proposed would not touch. 
He expressed an anxious desire that the attention 
of members should be called to this subject, in 
order that they might consider the propriety of 
hereafier constructing a military road in Oregon. 
For the purpose of giving an opportunity to gen- 
tlemen to weigh the matterjwell in their own minds, 
he would move that the committee rise, and then 
let the question be taken on his proposition to- 
morrow. 

Mr. FILLMORE appealed to the gentleman to 
withdraw the motion for a moment. - 

Mr. REYNOLDS consented to do so. 

Mr FILLMORE entered into an explanation of 
the subject, and arged that there was no necessity 
for the specific appropriation wished by the gen- 
tleman from Iilimois, [Mr. Reynotps] The 
amount appropriated 1n this bill for surveys, ex- 
ceeded that appropriated for seme years past. The 
item, too, for surveys west of the Mississippi river, 
($20,000,) might, under the direction of the de- 
partment, be applied towards the very object de- 
sired by the gentleman, [Mr. Reynotps] The 
House, he thought, should not decide upon the 
manner in which this appropriation should be ex- 
pended, but should leave it to the department. He 
also would remind the gentleman from IIlinois that 
there was already a survey or map in existence, 
which had been prepared by Captain Wilkes when 
on the exploring expedition. —. 

Mr. REYNOLDS replied generally to the ob- 
jections of the gentleman from New York, (MK 
Fittmorg.] He contented that Congress—elected 
for two years, and more responsible to the people 
than any public officer—was better qualified to de- 
cide what surveys were best for the interest of the 
Government, than either the Secretary of War or 
the President. If he were anxious to know as to 
surveys about Buffalo or the surrounding country, he 
would sooner take the statements of the gentleman, 
(its Representative, ) than all the secretaries in the 
country. So, too, he would rather have the opinions 
of the Representatives of the people, comirg from 
every part of the Union, in relation to these local 
surveys, than those of public officers in Washing- 
ton city. Asto the map of Captain Wilkes, re- 
ferred to by the gentleman, that might be very 
good in its way, and very accurate and very 


— 
of Joha Dry 
pretty; buthe did not want a survey or me of fae Paurick. 
Columbia river only. That might be wel} : Mr. MEI 
for navigation; but it would not answer the py: Mam (rom the 
poses of the people, who wished a military reas jtions ado} 
to Oregon, in order that they might go there With Mae qelative 10 § 
their families and settle. by the Unite 
Mr. R. coneluded by moving that the COMMiltes , to the 
now rise: previous to putting which motion some that St 
conversation took place between Messrs, CAVE before 
JOHNSON, FILLMORE, and CALHOUN in Mae time of tran 
relation to a bill to prebibit extra allowances jo Mime be printed 
public officers; the result of which conversation Mr. POR 
was an agreement to have the Commitiee of the Mam gitizens of ¢ 
Whole discharged ‘from the furtheronsideration against tbe | 
of said bill, instead of reporting it to the Honse, referred to t 
The motion that the committee rise was then pot On motiol 
and carried. BB 0 withdraw 
Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to discharge the Com. ME uments of J 
mittee of the Whole from the bill prohibiting extr, On motio’ 
allowances to officers of the Government. of the day * 
Mr. McKENNAN asked if it had been before king Up, a8 
committee, ihe benefit ¢ 
Mr. ARNOLD said it had not, Mr. E. e: 
Mr. FILLMORE had. no doubt it was a yer before the F 
proper bill. nsion of t 
The resolution was then agreed to, be actaally 
Mr.BLACK, from the Committee on the Territo. day. This 
ries, reported a bill to amend the several acts organ: cases now t 
izing the Governments of the several Territories of roads were 
the United States; and il was read twice and com. IM i would tak 
mitted. the case DO’ 
Mr. MALLORY offered a resolution requiring spect: the 
the Secretary of War to report to this Honseg ny were | 
practicable plan for the reduction of the expendi. and better i 
ture of the Military Academy at West Point, and being worn 
to limit the number of cadets, so as to correspond the country 
with the wants of the country and the strength of iM to lay it | 
the army. andentitle t 
Mr. CUSHING objected, and the resolution was in the tariff 
not considered. time to be ! 
Mr. J.T. MASON presented a joint resolution that time, | 
of the Legislature of Maryland, in relation to the time for do 
stock in the Chesapeake and Obio Canal; which HM before the 
was ordered to be printed. employ a 
Mr. FILLMORE presented a statement of the than they 
receipts of the Government for the last quarier; iM suspend ire 
which was ordered to be printed. it is done. 
The House then adjourned. isconveyec 
(ee interrupt vie 
IN SENATE. work woul 
Trurspay, January 19, 1843. and might 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a joint reso. Hm b the caus 
lution adopted by the Legislature of Indiana, on [iim Ylved nor 
the subject of the rigid construction given by the fim cases befor 
Postmaster General to the post office laws. Mr.S, [i sion of rail 
remarked that there was much feeling in the whole Ji ‘od than | 
Western country concerning a regulation of that bill propos 
department, makiag pamphlets and newspapers i uf Decemb 
(which may happen to have the meme of the pers work migh 
son sending such matters through the mail) charge- Mr. BI 
able with letter postage. Great difficulty and much gm uaatity o 
feeling are the consequence of such construction Mr. EV 
of the post cffice laws, especially in the State of Mr. BU 
Indiana; so mach so, that the attention of the Le Jam ¥as (© be 
gislature had been called to the subject, and that venience ¢ 
body have passed the resolutions he then presented, visions?" 
urging a repeal or modification of that portion of JM aud be hai 
the laws of the department which justified such a Ji ‘ection t 
regulation. He hoped the Committee on the Post present io 


Office and Post Roads, to which he proposed to re 
fer the resolutions, would give the subject tneir al- 
tention. The resolutions were then referred, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Public 
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Lands, to which had been referred House bill et 
titled “An act for the relief of the heirs or the 
assignees of of the heirs of Isaac Todd and James 
McGill,” reported the same back with an amen¢- 
ment, being a substitute for the bill. : 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, with an amendment, House bill 
619, for the relief of Asahel Lee, Harvey Lee, 
and Lemuel! Lee. 








Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, eeey 
reported a bill for the relief of Duncan L. Clinch; t. Gree 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. a t 

Mr. G. also reported back, from the same com: 8 
mittee, without amendment, and with @ recommend: 9 ¥8s ado, 


aiion that they do pass, House bills for the relief 





of John Drysdale, and for the relief of Johnson 
Mr. MERRICK presented a communication 
from the Governor of Maryland, enclosing reso- 
jutions adopted by the Legis'ature of that State, 
ive to a proposed transfer of the stock held 
the United States in the Chesapeake and Ohio 
y to the State of Maryland, on the condition 
that State will compleie the canal to Cumber- 
before the expiration of five years from the 
‘ime of transfer: ordered to lie on the table, and 


be printed. 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial from 142 
citizens of the State of Michigan, remonstrating 

inst the repeal of the bankrupt law; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, leave was granted 
withdraw from the files the memorial and doc- 
yments of John Goode. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, for the purpose of ta- 
king up, a8 in committee of thewhole, the bill for 
ibe benefit of the Petersburg Railroad Company. 

Mr. E. explained, that there were several cases 
before the Finance Committee in respect to an ex- 
nsion of the time during which railroad iron, to 
pe actaally laid down, might be imported free of 
day. This was not one of those cases. All those 
cases now before the committee, were where rail- 
roads were in progress of construction, and where 
it would take some years for their completion; but 
the case now before the Senate differed in that re- 

: the railroad was completed, and the com- 

ny were relaying a portion or all of it with new 
and better iron, in consequence of a portion of it 
being worn out. The iron was imported, and in 
the country. The company have it in their power 
io lay it all down before the 3d of March next, 
and entitle themselves to the benefits cf the provision 
in the tariff bill allowing iron laid down before that 
time to be free of duty. They will lay it down by 
that time, unless Congress think fit to prolong the 
time for doing so. But, in order to have it done 


before the 3d of March, the company will have to . 


employ a considerable number of persons more 
than they now have, and may probably have to 
suspend transportation and travel on the road until 
jtisdone. This, too, isthe line on which the mail 
isconveyed. If you force the company to this, it will 
interrupt very. much tae Southern travelling; and the 
work would have to be cone in a burried manner, 
and might be consequently improperly done, and 
be the cause of accident hereafter. This bill in- 
volved none of the principle contained in the other 
cases before the committee, for the general admis- 
tion of railroad iron free of duty for a longer pe- 
riod than the tariff of last session justified, The 
bill proposed to give this company ull the Ist day 
of December next to lay down the rails, so that the 
vork might go on gradually, and be well done. 

Mr. BUCHANAN irquired what was the 
quantity of iron involved in the bill? 

Mr. EVANS said, about 2,000 tons. 

Mr. BUCHANAN asked whether the tariff law 
vas fo be repealed, because it did not suit the con- 
venience of the company to comply with its pro- 
visions? This bill came up suddenly this morning, 
ad be had not time to examine it. He had no 

, objection to let it pass this stage; but, unless his 
: present impressions were. removed, it should not 
pass aby other stage by his vote. 

There being no proposition to amend the bill, it 

: was reported to the Senate, and ordered to a third 


iDg, 
. Mr. MOREHEAD submitted the following reso- 
ation: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be request: 
td © communicate to the Senate any letters or communications 
‘file inthe War Department relative to the granting by the 

Government to the Hudson Bay Company, and by that 
= pany to individuals, of any portion of the Territory of 


_Mr. MOREHEAD made some remarks on the 
portance of the resolutions, after the remarks of 
ihe Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Croats] on 
yesterday, on a portion of a report made out by 
Mr. Greenhow, concerning the cessions by Great 
Britain to the Hudson Bay Company, of land in 


Oregon Territory; afier which, the resolution 
ras adopted : 









“Treasury Department of the United States was 
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The folowing bills were then taken up asin 
committee of the whole, considered, reported to the 
Senate, and ordered to a third reading, viz: : 

House bill (319) for the relief of Samuel 
Hambleton, 

House bill (427) for the relief of the administra- 
tor of John Jackson. 

House bill entitled “An act for the payment of 
seven companies of Georgia militia, for services 
rendered in the years 1840 and 1841, *wastaken up 
as in committee of the whole. 

Messrs. KING and CALHOUN did not see the 
necessity for the passage of this act, inasmuch as 
they did not know the reason why these militia 
could not be paii under the existing general law, 
which provided that all militia called out by the 
Governors, and mustered into the service of the 
Uni'ed States, should be paid, upon the muster-rolls 
showing the service being duly authenticated and 
presented at the War Department. If the service 
was actually performed, and the militia enti- 
tled to pay under the provisions of the existing law, 
but, owing to some informality could not, receive 
it, they were willing to vote for a bill to authorize 
paymest, notwithstanding such informality. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN remarked that the Com- 
mitiee on Military Affairs were satisfied that these 
militia were entitled to pay; and reported back the 
bill for that purpose. They did not, however, in- 
quire into the reason why the War Department 
had not allowed the pay under the existing law. 
He had no objections to let the bill be postponed 
unti] the exceptions taken by the War Department 
could be inquired into. 

The bill was then, on the motion of Mr. KING, 
laid on the table until the inquiry could be made, 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented the credentials of 
Jonn J. CrirTenDEN, esq., who was elected by the 
Legislature of Kentucky to be a Senator from that 
State in the Congress of the United States, for six 
years from and after the 4th day of March next. 


THE EXCHEQUER BILL. 
On motion by Mr. TALLMADGE, the bill 
amendatory of the several acts establishing the 


taken up, and postponed till Wednesday next, and 
made the special order for that day; and Mr. T. ex- 
pressed a hope that they would be able to give it 
consideration at that time. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
John Golden, of the city of New York-—who rep- 
resents that, in 1835, he received a patent, under 
the United States patent laws, for an invention of 
his to issue credit paper; and that he has the exclu- 
sive right to that kind of issue; and prays that au- 
thority be given him by Congress tc issue an amount 
of credit checks, not exceeding $100,000, under the 
exchequer board, on his own name, in considera- 
tion of his yielding up to Congress his rights under 
his patented invention. This, being a subject of 
finance, was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

House bill entitled ‘An act for the relief of 
Thomas Copeland,” was taken up, as in commit- 
tee of the whole. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN made some remarks ex- 
planatory of its provisions, and said that the Jn- 
diciary Committee were of opinion that it should 
not pass. He moved that it be indefinitely post- 

oned, 

Mr. STURGEON made some remarks in favor 
of the passage cf the bill. 

The question was then put on the motion for in- 
definite postponement, and decided in the affirma- 
tive. : 

The bill to refund the balance due to Massachu- 
setts for disbursements during the late war with 
Great Britain, came up in order.as in committee 
of the whole, on an adverse repit of the Commit- 
teeon Military Affairs; but was, on the motion of 
Mr. BATES, postponed ti!! Tuesday next, and 
made the special order for that day. 

The bill for the relief of William De Peyster 
and Henry N. Cruger.was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole; and, after a few remarks by 


_Mr CRITTENDEN, explanatory of its provisions, 


and there being no motion to amend, it was report- 
ed to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. SEVIER presented a memorial from the 





delegation in the House of Representatives from 
the Territories, soliciting the appointment of a 
standing commitiee by the Senate, to be called the 
Committee on Territories, to take charge of Terri- 
torial business; which being read, Mr. 8. gave no- 
tice that he would on to-morrow morning intro- 
dace a resolution so to amend the rules of the Sen- 
ate as to authorize the appeiutment of a standing 
committee of five, to take charge of Territorial bu- 
siness. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. presented to the Sen- 
ate the credentials of Gzorcz McDurrie, E-q., who 
was elected by the Legislature of South Carolina 
a Senator from that State, in the Congress of the 
United States, fer six years from and after the 4th 
of March next; which were read. 

Senate bill entitled “An act to regulate enlist. 
ments in the army, and navy, and marine eorps,” 
came up in order as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. BAYARD remarked that there was a pro- 
viso in the bill which provided that no negro or 
mulatto should be enlisted in the service of 
the United States, except in the capacity of 
musicians, cooks, or stewards. This provision 
(he said) was introduced into the bill at the last 
session, on the motion of the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Catnovun] afier considerable dis. 
cussion. ‘The committee thought it better, there- 
fore, to let it remain. It washis wish, however, 
that this proviso should be so modified, that, for 
lemperary service in unbealihy climates, negroes 
or mulattoes may be treated as a partof the crew 
on board of those vessels in which they may be 
employed. On the coast of Africa and the Chinese 
Sea, it was extremely unhealihy; in consequence, 
they were compelled to employ natives of the coun- 
try temporarily to do such duties as were required 
to be deneon shore. It was not proposed to em. 
ploy negroes in the service, in our own country— 
soch was not the object of the amendmen!; but, as 
he said, its object was to authorize the temporary 
enlistment on foreign stations, and in unhealthy cli- 
mates. If they were employed at all, it was neces- 
sary that they should be enlisted, that they might be 
subject to the rules and articles of war, and be en- 
titled to receive their pay. 

Mr. BENTON was understood to remark that 
this was the way the thing spreads. One of the 
requirements of the new British treaty was, that 
80 guns should be kept on the coast of Africa, 
So, in order to carry out that treaty, it now be- 
comes necessary to permit negroes and mulattoes 
to be enlisted in the service of the United States. 
He was against it altogether. He was opposed to 
the repeal of existing laws for any such purpose. 

Mr. BAYARD thought the Senator was under 
a mistake in supposing there was any existing law 
which precluded negroes or mulattoes from being 
enlisted in the service of the United States. The 
superior courts had, indeed, decided that foreigners 
could not be enlisted; but there was not cne word 
against negroes or mulattoes, until this identical bill 
was passed by the Senate last session, with the pro- 
viso suggested by the Senator from South Carolina, 
[Mr.CaLHoon,] which limited the purposes for which 
they might be enlisted. Although this bill had 
passed the Senate, it was too late to meet the action 
of the other House, and it fell to the ground. On 
bringing it forward again, he had learned that the 
few amendments now offered would be neces- 
sary. It was the opinion of an experienced officer 
serving on a fcreign siation, that this amend- 
ment would p'ace it in the power of the 
service to spare the lives of Americans, who could 
not stand the climate on land, at night, in the 
vicinity of the Chinese seas and other stations, At 
Ceylon, he was informed, a whole boat's crew 
might perish by being obliged to lie on shore one 
night; for such things had happened where boats 
were sent for water, and had to stay onshore for 
the night. Now this bill would enable our officers 
on such stations to employ, for temporary purposes, 
and fora limited time, the natives, who are ac- 
customed to the climate, and can stand it. 

The question was then put on the -amendment, 
and disagreed to—ayes 14, noes 17. : 

Several verbal amendments were made, and the 
bill was then reported to the Senate, and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, 
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OREGON TERRITORY. 


The order of the day brought up, as the anfin- 
ished business, the bill for the oecupation and set- 
tlement of the Territory of Oregon, on whieh the 
pending question was the of the bill. 

Mr. MOREHEAD, who wagentitled to the floor, 
said that, for reasons which he had stated this 
morping, when offering the resolution calling 
for information from the executive -departorent as 
to the allegation that the British Government had 
made grants in the territory, and which information 
he expected would be laid before the Senate to- 
morrow morning, he would move that the bili be 
passed over informally; as it would be extremely 
desirable, in the further disenssion of the subject, 
that there should be some knowledge of the grounds 
on which the allegation, so often alluded to, had to 
rest. 

Mr. BENTON ecaid that, before the question was 
put on the postponement, he would ask the in- 
dulgence of the Senator for a few remarks which 
he deemee it necessary to make in answer to the 
Bena‘or from Massachusetts [Mr. Croat] who 
spoke yesterday. It was chiefly in reference tothe 
Northwestern boundary line agreed upon in the late 
treaty. A gootl: deal bad been said about: the 
Northeasiern boundary line, withont the subject 
being al all exhausted; and it was now time to say 
something about the Northwestern boundary line 
of that treaty. 

Mr. B. then produced a large map of the terri- 
tory though which the Northwest boundary line 
passes, and pointed out the trading route, called 
the portage route, from the Pigeon river to the 
Lake of the Woods, and the route called the water 
communication, lying considerably to the north 
of the portage route. What he contended was, 
that the treaty of 1783 designated the water com- 
munication as that intended for the boundary 
line, and that it was the true boundary line of the 
United States. He further contended, that so con- 
vinced were the British themselves of this fact, 
that, in 1802, they broke up the depot of their 
Northwest Fur Company at Grand Portage, and 
removed it fifty miles north, for the purpose of get- 
ting off the territory of the United Siates, and 
evading the duty to which their goods were liable 
to the United Siates. The portage route was then 
exclusively Ours: and we had, by the treaty 
of 1783, a joint right to the use of the northern 
watercourse forming the intended boundary line. 
By the treaty of 1842, our American negotiator 
had surrendered up what was admitted by the 
British to be ours in 1849; bad given them the ex- 
elusive right to the northern water communica- 
tion; and had brought them back to the joint oc- 
cupaccy of the portage route; from which, like the 
Jews, they were forty years wandering in the wil- 
derness. Their hearts yearned after the flesh-pots 
of Egypt, and this modern Joshua had led them 
through the wilderness to their Jand of promise. 
And not content with giving them everything they 
craved, he made the President say, in his message, 
things calculated to make the American people 
believe that everything of theirs which he had 
given away, instead of proving a loss, proved an 
acquisition of four millions of acres of valuable 
mineral lands. 

Mr. CHOATE replied, and entered upon proof, 
from what he considered concurrent testimony, that 
the water communication meant by the treaty of 


1783 was the portage route—parily water and , 


partly portage; because, from the beginning of the 
world to that day, no other route or communica- 
tion was ever known from the Pigeon river to the 
Lake of the Woods. What he contended for was, 
that, as the words of the treaty of 1783 could not 
literally be applied to any one line of communica- 
tion—no watercourse from the river to the lake 
being continucus—they must be taken in the geo- 
gtaphical sense, and-could apply to nothing else 
but the known and established route travelled by 
the French, when they owned Canada, before 1760, 
and by the English, who succeeded them, down to 
the time of the treaty of 1783. 

[This explains the point of controversy between 
the two Senators, so far as it can be rendered in- 
telligible without the aid of maps. They aliernate- 
ly addressed the Senate several timves—referring to 
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documenis, maps, treaties, and evidence derived | 


from statements made by both Englishmen and || 
‘Americans } 


The question was then put on passing over the © 
bill informally, and agreed to, Ps 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuurspay, January 19, 1843. 
Mr. WASHINGTON presented (ander the rule 
of the House heretofore established) the petition of 


~ Lewis Gordon, a disabled seaman, praying a pen- 


sion; which was referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, 

Mr. REDING presented the petition of Theodore 
Gould, of Haverhill, New Hampshire, praying for 
a pension; which was appropriately referred. 

Mr. BIDLACK presented three memorials from 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying fur the repeal of 
the bankrupt act; which were laid on the table. 

Mr. RIDGWAY presented a memorial, signed 
by 48 merchants and others, of the county of Frank- 
lin, Ohio, prayine Cohgress to restore the summer 
term of the United States circuit and district courts 
of Ohio, to Columbus, the seat of Government of 
that State. Also, a memorial signed by 11 mem- 
bers of the bar, and others, of the town of Dela- 
ware, Delaware county, Ohio, of the same charac- 
ter; which were referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

AMERICAN HEMP. 


Mr. GARRETT DAVIS called for the second . 
reading of the joint resolution to establish agencies 
for the purchase of water-rotted hemp. 

Mr. EVERETT objected to the consideration of 
any business out of its regular order. 

The CHAIR suggested to the gentleman from 
Vermont, that the resolution came up upon its 
second reading under the rules. It was then read 
the second time, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, autherized 
to establish an agency in the State of Kentucky, and an agency 
in the State of Missouri, for the inspection, test, and purchase 
of water-rotted hemp for the use of the American navy. 

The resolution was then ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading; and then, by general consent, 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York asked leave to 
offer the following resolution, which was read for 
information: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to report to this House copies of the returns made to him by 
the several district attorneys, clerks of the circuit and district 
courts, and marshals of the United States, of the fees and emelu- 
ments received by them, respectively, in pursuance of the pro- 
visions of the act entitled “An act making appropriations for 
the civiland diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year eighteen hundred and forty-two.” 


Mr. EVERETT objected to the resolution, un- 
der the apprehension that it would give rise to de- 
bate. 

Mr. McCLELLAN moved a suspension of the 
rules; which being carried, the resolution was con- 
sidered and adopted. 


SOLDIERS OF OLD INDIAN WARS. 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana presented a memorial 
and joint resolution of the Legislature of Indiana, 
praying the passage of a Jaw to extend the benefits 
of the act of Congress of June 7, 1832, to the vol- 
unteers and militia who were in service against the 
Western Indians, from the nominal close of our 
revolutionary war by the treaty with England in 
1783, to the final close thereof, by treaty with the 
Indians at Greenville, in 1795. 

Also, a memorial and joint resolution of the 
same body, on qbe subject of the Post Office 
laws. 


ARMED OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA. 

Mr. GIDDINGS asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion directing the Committee on Military Affairs to 
inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill to 
repeal the act of the last session of Congress enti- 
tled “An act providing for the armed occupation of 
Florida.” 

Objections being made by several, 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved a suspension of the 
rules; but the motion ‘was rejected without a di- 
vision. 















é OF THE BANKRUPT acy 

TheSPEAKER announced that the next he: 
ness in order was the bill reported by the Co, 
tee ‘on the Judiciary repealing the bankrupt 

“Mr. CUSHING, in reply to questions 
several members, asking which bill it-was, exp 
ed that it was not the one that was passed, ang 
on which a motion for reconsideration was pes 
ing; and moved to lay it on the table, which 
tion was earried. 

FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


The bill to authorize the chief clerk in the p 
pariment of State to frank public and official do, 
uments sent from that office, was read the second 
time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third read, 


ing. 

Mr. BRIGGS called for the third reading of i, 
bill, and observed that it was only authorizing ihe 
chief clerk in the Department of State to do why 
the Secretary has the right to do. 

Mr. EVERETT objected to the third reading to. 
day, and the bill was therefore passed over, 

Mr. CAVB JOHNSON asked the Hoase 
take: up the bill introduced by him, prohibiting ty 
tra allowances to officers of the Government, 

Mr. CUSHING objected, and the motion wy 
not, therefore, put to the House. 

Reports of committees, being the next busines 
in order, were called for by the Chair, and iy 
following were made: 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Priya 
Land Claims, reported a bill to revive the act e. 
titled “* An act to enable claimants to lands withiy 
the limits of Missouri and the Territory of Arkap. 
sas to institute suits to try the validity of their 
claims,” approved May 2@h, 1824; and extending 
the same to claimants to lands within the limits « 
the States of Louisiana and Mississippi, and for 
other purposes; read twice, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Unién. 

Mr. MOORE, from the same committee, alw 
reported a bill for the relief of Philander Smid 
and James Young; which was read twice andre 
ferred. 


Mr. DEBERRY, on leave, presented the joint 
resolutions of the Legislatase of North Carolina 
on the subject of the United States arsenal in that 
State: laid on the table. 


Mr. STANLY, from the Commitiee on Military 
Affairs, moved that said committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
sundry citizens of Virginia, on the subject of the 
superintendency of the national armories; which 
motion was agreed to. 


Mr. STANLY, from the same committee, re 
ported a bill in addition to the act for the pay- 
ment of the Florida militia, who were called ini 
service during the years 1839 and 1840: read twiee, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. W. 0. BUTLER, from the same committee, 
reported a bill to amend the act entitled “An act re 
specting the organization of the army and fa other 
purposes,” approved 234 August, 1842: read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
state of the Union. 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the same committee, moved 
that it be discharged from the further considett- 
tion of the memorial of Uriah Brown; which wa 
agreed to. 

Mr. CALHOUN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported the following joint resolutions 
which were severally twice read, and referred: 

. jeint resolution in favor of Frances M. Lewis 
an 

A joint resolation in favor of Mary Neale. 


. 


Mr. F. WOOD, trom the same s 
ported a bill making an a tiation for the cot 
struction of a floating dry at Pensact 


which was twice read, and referred. 


+ CUSHING, from the Committee on For 


ign Affairs, to which was referred so much of 
message of the President of the United States® 
communicated the late treaty with 
ported a bill for carrying said treaty isto 
which being read, 

Mr. C 
perceive that the bill just reported was for exe 
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